Read Together Time

Introduction

The following scripts are designed to convey early literacy information in small segments. They can be used in a variety of ways, some of which are listed below. Use them in ways that best fit your community and your situation. 

Each script highlights one aspect of each of the six early literacy skills:

· Print Motivation

· Phonological Awareness

· Vocabulary

· Narrative Skills

· Print Awareness

· Letter Knowledge

For each skill there are four scripts. 

Each script is

· designed to be five minutes or less. 

· divided into three age levels: newborn to two years, two and three year olds, four and five year olds

· divided into three sections: 

· what to do to support the aspect of the skill discussed with a book

· what to do to support the aspect of the skill discussed if you do not have a book

· inviting the adult to share a book from display with young child

The scripts are designed to be used in a personal way, in very small groups when you can relate to each person or in one-on-one situations. Because the scripts are divided into age-levels, you can choose the script that best fits with the age of the child that is present. 

Organization:

For each script a chart shows the following:

· The early literacy skill and the aspect of the skill being highlighted

· Preparation needed: books to pull, reading through the script, materials

· Display: items to pull to display so that participants can share a book or books with their children

Possible Uses: 

Read Together Program

In library or other community gathering place

Weekly program for 1.5 to 2 hours. Each family may drop in for about 15 minutes. 

On-the-Spot STAR Read Together

Choose one script for the week.

Any time young children and their parent/caregiver come into the library, demonstrate the skill and activity 

Outreach

Work with community organizations such as health clinics, homeless shelters, home visiting programs, support groups through faith organizations, foster care and others. 

STAR Read Together Time

Vocabulary #1

	
	Newborn to Two
	Two/Three Year Olds
	Four/Five Year Olds

	Skill Summary:

	
	Read using parentese

Frequency of words matter
	Words for  feelings


	Words for ideas



	Preparation:

	Review script.

Examples are given in the script; use these or items of your own choice to demonstrate
	Doll/stuffed animal to demonstrate with baby
Choose a board book or two for this age level. 

Babies: stark contrast between picture and background such as Tana Hoban’s books and books published by Begin Smart® 

Books with clear faces

Toddlers: bold colors, pictures and stories about things they know, daily routines, toys, animals, etc. 
	1. Book on feelings such as How Are You Peeling? by Freymann, ABC Look At Me by Intrater
2. Books where characters show feelings. Examples include Benny Bakes a Cake by Rice or On Mother’s Lap by Scott

Handout with words of feelings (see page following script)
	Book that allows for talking about ideas.

Examples: Little Red Hen (cooperation) or Jamaica’s Find by Havill (honesty) or Little Engine That Could by Piper (determination, perseverance), Big Words for Little People by Curtis, Fancy Nancy books by O’Connor
Handout with words for ideas (see page following script)

	Display Items: 

	
	Board books appropriate for this age-level (see Preparation)
	Books that show feelings such as those under Preparation
	Books that express ideas such as those under Preparation


Script: 
	Newborn to Two Year Olds
	Long before children can talk they are learning about words and language from listening to YOU talk.  

Babies: You might have heard of a term called “parentese”. That means talking like this (demonstrate)—in a higher pitched voice, more slowly than normal speech, in short sentences and very clearly, making some sounds more exaggerated. For children up to a year old, researchers have found that children will pay more attention to what you say if you speak in parentese, even if you are using words you would use to another adult! [Demonstrate sharing a few pages of a board book using parentese.]
So, you can share any book with your baby using parentese. Experiment, reading it in a regular voice and in parentese.
The more words children, the larger the vocabulary they have, the more easily they will be able to learn to read and to later understand what they read. And they learn words best when they hear words from YOU, much more so than from the TV or DVDs.

Toddlers: Actually brains of toddlers develop ready to absorb new words every DAY! Researchers have found that talking with your children even when they are so young, using lots of words, even if they don’t understand all you say, has a huge impact on later reading. The more words children, the larger the vocabulary they have, the more easily they will be able to learn to read and to later understand what they read. And they learn words best when they hear words from YOU, much more so than from the TV or DVDs.

Take a book and read it or talk about the pictures. Make a special effort to add some more words to what is happening, words he might not have heard before. [Demonstrate with a book of your choice. For example, if there is a picture of some fruit, you may say, “This is an apple. It is red and an apple is crunchy. Applesauce is made by smashing apples and apple juice that you drive is made by squeezing the liquid out of the apples. Yummy!”]

	
	No book handy? Talk with your baby in parentese!

For your toddler, remember that talking about all kinds of things, what happened, what will be happening, what MIGHT happen, why you are doing something, how something works, whatever comes to your mind, is giving your toddler more vocabulary and more knowledge. Don’t worry if they don’t understand everything you say, and they certainly won’t be able to repeat everything you say! Hearing the words is the first important step. All the little things you do add up to make a big difference. 

	
	This display has some board books for babies and toddlers. Try reading with your baby in parentese and in your regular tone of voice and see if you notice any difference.
Toddlers enjoy books with bold colors, pictures and stories about things they know, such as daily routines, getting dressed, toys, and animals. You know what might interest your child. As you share a book with your child, add more information that what is written. You may tell your child about something that happened or some information you know.   
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Vocabulary #1
Script continued:

	Two/Three Year Olds
	When your children were younger it was easier for them to understand words about things, things they could see. Now as they are growing, it is important to help them understand words for more complicated things such as feelings. Giving them words for different feelings not only helps build vocabulary, but also help them to express themselves in acceptable ways. For example, helping them express anger or frustration through words makes them less likely to express themselves by hitting or biting. Hearing the words for feelings as they are feeling them is the first step to talking about their feelings. 
Books are one great way to help children identify feelings. [Read part of On Mother’s Lap or book of your choice that includes words for feelings.] When the mother has the baby on her lap, he’s feeling sad and maybe also jealous. 
Relate feelings of character to child’s experiences. If your child has felt sad, left out or jealous, help your child remember and talk about that time. 

Happy, sad and angry are some feeling words that come easily to mind. Try some other ones too, like disappointed, frustrated, jealous. Expand your child’s words for feelings by using synonyms, ones with similar meanings. For example when you use the word tired add exhausted, or if you use the word shy, you might add the word timid.  

	
	No book handy? Talk about feelings—your child’s and yours!

You can talk about feelings any time—while you play with your child, making up stories together, talking about how you felt when something happened.  “I tripped and nearly fell in front of a lot of people, I was so embarrassed!”

	
	There are some books on this display that talk about feelings, pictures of faces and the feeling. Other books here have a story where a character is showing feelings, but the feeling might or might not be mentioned specifically. As you read the book with your child, talk about the feelings the characters are having. Take a little time to relate to when your child may have felt that way too. Because it is often hard to think of words for different feelings I have this handout for you that might give you ideas of even more words to describe how you, your child, and characters in books are feeling. 

	Four/Five Year Olds
	You may have noticed that your children are at an age where they are trying to make sense of the world. They ask a lot of Why questions! They also are trying to make sense of how things work socially. Some children tattletale and are figuring out how things work socially—what does it mean to be a friend, what is fair, for example.

Books can help them make sense of the world. By talking about the ideas in books you are helping them make sense of the world. For example, in this book Little Red Hen, the hen is doing all the work to make a cake and the other animals don’t help her. [Read part of the book.] Even though the word cooperation is not mentioned in the book, you can use it to point out that idea. [Demonstrate with Little Red Hen or book of your choice.]  The animals didn’t cooperate, work together to help. Next time if they cooperate, the Hen will share the cake with them. You’ll notice that the book itself didn’t talk about the idea. I added in the word cooperation. This is one way you can give our child words for ideas. This helps develop their vocabulary. Children who know many words, thousands of words, have an easier time learning to read and understanding what they read. 

	
	Even if you don’t have a book to talk about ideas, everyday experiences provide us with lots of opportunities. For example: what is fair when one child gets something another does not; what is equal, when you pour juice or milk, talking about words like privacy, impossible, stupendous, celebrate, consequences, what is appropriate or inappropriate for a situation, being responsible, considerate, patient, intelligent; showing respect

You can also talk about ideas in the physical world: the universe, gravity, steam when water boils. 

Handout card with vocabulary words

	
	Here are some books that either use words for ideas or give you situations where you can talk about ideas. Sometimes it is hard to think of the words for ideas, so I have a handout here that might help. 


Some Words for Feelings
   

annoyed

eager


grouchy


nervous

   

bashful


embarrassed

grumpy


pampered

   

bullied


envious


hopeful


pleased

  

confident

exhausted

impatient

puzzled

    

confused

forgiving

inspired


rambunctious

    

content


frightened

intimidated

selfish

    

curious


frustrated

jealous


thoughtful

    

disappointed

generous

lively


timid

    

disgusted

greedy


mischievous

worried
Some Words for Ideas

    

appropriate

faith


infinity


responsibility

    

confidence

fear


intelligence 

self-esteem

    

consequence

freedom

legal


solidarity

    

consideration

friendship

love   


sympathy

    

cooperation

gratitude 

motivation 

talent

    

courage


gravity


patience 

tolerance

    

empathy

honesty   

persevere

trust

    

equal       

hope


privacy 


understanding
    

fair      


impossible

respect 


universe



STAR Read Together Time

Vocabulary #2

	
	Newborn to Two
	Two/Three Year Olds
	Four/Five Year Olds

	Skill Summary:

	
	Using variety of words

Say nursery rhymes

Body parts, cars/trucks, etc.

Show real things as well
	Books with concepts: spatial relationships, opposites, size 
	New meanings to familiar words; one word can mean several things



	Preparation:

	Review script.

Examples are given in the script; use these or items of your own choice to demonstrate
	Doll/stuffed animal to demonstrate with baby
Board book showing real items such as parts of the body, food, etc.
	How Big is a Pig? by Beaton

Or another book with opposites or prepositions, size comparisons
	Caps for Sale by Slobodkina

Any book with a word that has more than one meaning (wave, nail, sun, glasses, calf, etc.)

	Display Items: 

	
	Board book showing real items such as parts of the body, food, etc.

Toddlers: stories based on things they are familiar with, daily routines, animals, etc. 
	You can find ways to talk about preposition words, size, or opposites using the pictures in most books! Here are some examples of books specifically addressing certain concepts: 

Elephants Aloft by Appelt 
Exactly the Opposite by  Hoban 
All About Where by Hoban
Foot Book by Dr. Seuss
Up, Down and Around by Ayers
Where’s Jenna? by Miller
Garden of Opposites by Davis
Maisy Big, Maisy Small by Cousins
Olivia’s Opposites by Falconer
My Opposites by Emberley

Big and Little by Miller
Hot,,Cold, Shy, Bold by Harris
Kipper’s Book of Opposites by Inkpen

Super, Super, Superwords  by McMillan

Wee Little Chick by Thompson

Tall by Alborough

Look in J428.1
	Many books have contain a word that has more than one meaning. The following are books specifically designed to teach homonyms. Do NOT restrict yourself to these! Many books have words in them that have more than one meaning. You may want to look over the handout of homonyms for ideas. 

Dear Deer by Barretta

Did You Say Pears by Alda 

Night, Knight by Ziefert

Hey, Hay!  Terban




Vocabulary #2

Script:
	Newborn to Two Year Olds
	Babies: Showing your baby pictures in books, naming them and talking about them, allows your child to learn many words. Although it is good to use many different kinds of words with young children, babies will first understand the meanings of things they can see, like bottle, milk, juice, Mommy, Daddy, etc. As you are reading a book and pointing to the pictures, from time to time, show them the real item as well. For example, if the book has a picture of a shoe, you can also point to your child’s shoe. Talk about the color and style, too. [Demonstrate with a board book of your choice.] Babies learn language so quickly, from birth. Their brains are developing so quickly! Talking with them and reading books with them are the best things you can do to help them develop a strong vocabulary which will help them later when they learn to read. 
Toddlers: Toddlers, from about 18-24 months are in the middle of a vocabulary explosion. They can learn many words even in one day. They learn best when you talk with them directly, much more so than from the TV or DVD. When you read with them, use words to describe what you see and to compare things. For example, in this book on things that go, you can say, here’s the truck. It’s a pickup truck. It looks like this car. It has four wheels and you drive it to get places. But the truck can carry more things in the back. [Demonstrate with a book of your choice.] By explaining things you are giving your toddler lots of vocabulary and helping him to understand what he sees.
Remember, children need repetition to learn, so using the same word over and again in the book or reading the same book over and again, may get boring to you, but it helps your child build his vocabulary.

Babies and Toddlers: Singing songs and saying nursery rhymes is another way for your child to hear many different words. Like, Hey diddle diddle, the cat and the fiddle, the cow jumped over the moon. The little boy laughed to see such sport, and the dish ran away with the spoon. Are there rhymes and songs that you like to say and sing to your child?

	
	No book handy? Narrate your life. Say what you are doing as you do it. Say what your child is doing as he does things. As you are diapering your baby talk about the items you are using, wet wipes, ointment, or powder and say what they are for. When you are diapering or dressing your child, talk about body parts, and use less common words like ankle, knuckle, shin, ribs. 
Throughout the day talk about what you see. For example, I see a yellow flower, a tulip. Or look at that pick-up truck, that SUV, etc. At the store you can talk about the different kinds of apples—a Gala apple is red; a Granny apple is green. It tastes a little sour.

Sing songs and say rhymes throughout the day. There are many interesting words in nursery rhymes! 
Play Simon Says with your toddler. Simon Says, “Touch your head. Simon Says touch your heel.” 

	
	I have some board books here your child might enjoy. Take a little time to share one together making a point of adding new words as you talk about pictures in the book. 

	Two/Three Year Olds
	Children with larger vocabularies tend to learn new words more easily than children with smaller vocabularies. This happens because children build new words on the meanings of words they already know. The more words they know, the more they have to build on.  

One way to build vocabulary is by using concept words. By that I mean words related to size, like big, bigger, biggest, or opposites like hot or cold, rough and smooth, and spatial relationships like on, in, between, under, and above. 
In this book, Exactly the Opposite by Tana Hoban we see a picture of a fire. A fire is . . . hot! Right!  And here is a picture of an ice cube. An ice cube is . . . cold. Right! Hot and cold are opposites. Let’s do another one. [Demonstrate with a concept book of your choice. If you are using a book that does not specifically deal with concepts, you can talk about a picture and say, the bear is standing between two trees . . . ] 
The more times a child is exposed to a new word, especially in different situations, the better his understanding. Word repeated in the book and in repeated readings of the same book helps with understanding.

	
	No book handy? Repeat the concept words you have read in books in different situations as you go through the day. As you cook, you may talk about sizes, compare how hot or cold foods are, textures like rough and smooth. Use lots of adjectives!

Play Simon Says using prepositions like “Simon Says put your hand between your knees.”
While coloring, take all the crayons of similar color, like all the blue ones, and read the words for the different shades of blue. 

Play the Hide It – Find It Game: You hide something (part of it has to be showing) and your child tries to find it. You give clues: cold when far away, warm when closer and hot when very close by. You can give hints like it is between these two items, it is above the chair.

	
	Here are some books you and your child might enjoy. Some of them are about concepts like size and opposites. Others are stories and you can purposely talk about concepts when you look at the pictures together. 




Vocabulary #2

Script continued:

	Four/Five Year Olds
	Children with larger vocabularies tend to learn new words more easily than children with smaller vocabularies. This occurs because children create relationships between new words and known words. 

One way to build vocabulary is by talking about the different meanings to the same word. Here is a book called Caps for Sale by Esphyr Slobodkina. [Read some of Caps for Sale or book of your choice.] In this book, the word “cap” means hat. There are other meanings to the word “cap”. What are some of the meanings you can think of? [lid to a bottle, kneecap, cap on a tooth, cap on a salary, a limit, caps for a cap gun, hub cap, etc.] So you can say, What’s a cap and talk about the different meanings and then say in this book a cap is a hat and read the story. You don’t need to interrupt the story to talk about the different meanings of a word. You can do it before or after reading the book. Sometimes the word with several meanings won’t be in the title. 

	
	No book handy? As you are talking with your child you may notice you are saying a word that has multiple meanings. For example, wave can mean wave goodbye or wave can be a wave in the ocean. Glasses can be something we drink from or something we use to see better. Foot is part of our body but it is also a measurement, 12 inches. Children this age love games, so pick a word and try to think of other meanings together. I have a handout with some homonyms to make it a little easier. 
When you go shopping, talk about the meanings of brand names. For example, Crest toothpaste—crest means the top of something, the best. Hefty trash bags—hefty means strong, sturdy. 

	
	As you read one of these books with your child, see if you can spot words that have more than one meaning. Then talk about the meanings with your child. You’re building his vocabulary! 



Homonyms
Sound Alike, Different Meanings

Sound alike, spelled differently, different meanings

Add (numbers)  

 Ad (advertisement)

Allowed (ok)

Aloud (out loud)

Ant (bug)

Aunt (relative)

Ate (eaten)

Eight (number)

Bare (naked)

Bear (animal)

Bite (chew)

Byte (computer)

Blew (wind)

Blue (color)

Board (wood sheet)
Bored (uninterested)

Bolder (stronger)

Boulder (big rock)

Brake (car stop)

Break (hurt)
Cell (phone, small room)
Sell (for sale)

Cent (penny)

Scent (smell)

Choose (decide)

Chews (bites)

Creak (squeak)

Creek (stream)

Days (7 in a week)
Daze (confused)

Dear (loved)

Deer (animal)

Dew (beads of water)
Do (make)
Due (payable)

Doe (female deer)
Dough (money, cooking)

I (me)


Eye (see)

Fare(ticket cost)

Fair (equal, light skin, carnival)

Feet (body)

Feat (action, accomplishment)

Flea (bug)

Flee (run away)

Flour (ground grain) 
Flower (plant)


Guest (visitor) 

Guessed (think)

Hair (on head)

Hare (rabbit)

Hall (narrow passage)
Haul (carry)

Heel (bottom of foot)
Heal (get better)

Heard (hear)

Herd (group of animals)

Hi (hello)

High (up)

Horse (animal)

Hoarse (can’t talk)

Kernel (piece of corn)
Colonel (military)

Knot (tie)

Not (no)

Knows (understands)
Nose (smell with)

Meat (beef)

Meet (see someone)

Night (not day)

Knight (medieval)

One (number)

Won (come first)
Pail (bucket)

Pale (light colored)

Pain (hurts)

Pane (window)

Pair (two)

Pear (fruit)

Paws (animal feet)
Pause (wait)

Peace (no war)

Piece (part of something)

Peek (look)

Peak (top)

Plain (not fancy)

Plane (airplane)

Poor (not rich)

Pour (liquid)
Pray (implore)

Prey (being eaten)

Right (correct)

Write (put on paper)

Road (street)

Rode (ride)


Root (of plant)

Route (way to go)

Sail (on boat)

Sale (lower price)

Sea (ocean)

See (look)

Son (male child)

Sun (in sky)

Stair (steps)

Stare (look at steadily)

Steal (take unlawfully)
Steel (metal)

Tale (story)

Tail (end of animal)
Waist (body)

Waste (trash)

Wait (stay ready)

Weight (heaviness)

Weak (not strong)

Week (seven days)

Which (choice)

Witch (magic woman)

Spelled alike but different meanings

Bark (tree, dog)

Bat (animal, baseball)

Beat (music, hit)

Bill (duck’s mouth, money)

Cap (hat, tooth, knee, gun, limit)

Coat (of paint, jacket)

Fair (equal, light skin, carnival)

Foot (body, measurement)

Leaves (on trees, goes away)

Left (direction, go away)

Match (alike, light fire)

Nail (on finger, hammer in)

Play (have fun, drama)

Ring (bell, on finger)

Season (add spices, of the year)

Star (sky, famous)

Stick (branch, attached)

Top (spinning toy, high)

Watch (look at, time)

Wave (ocean, hand goodbye)



STAR Read Together Time
Vocabulary #3
	
	Newborn to Two
	Two/Three Year Olds
	Four/Five Year Olds

	Skill Summary:

	
	Books have more vocabulary than used in conversation

Talk about and explain words; don’t replace them; use actions, gestures
Repetition helps with learning

Use language most comfortable for you
	Books have more vocabulary than used in conversation

Don’t replace words, explain them

Repetition helps with learning

Use language most comfortable for you
	Books have more vocabulary than used in conversation

Don’t replace words, explain them

Repetition helps with learning

Use language most comfortable for you

	Preparation:

	Review script.

Examples are given in the script; use these or items of your own choice to demonstrate
	Doll/stuffed animal to demonstrate with baby

Board book with pictures of things they might not see daily; nursery rhyme book
Mr. Gumpy’s Outing by Burningham or other book  with interesting words children may not know such as Shirley Hughes’ Bouncing, Hiding, etc. 

Vocabulary Development Chart (following script)
	Very Clumsy Click Beetle by Carle or any book that has some words not found in normal conversation
	Big, Bigger, Biggest  by Cofflet, How Do Dinosaurs books by Yolen,  or any book for this age with words not found in normal conversation. 

	Display Items: 

	
	Nursery rhyme books 

Books for this age which include interesting words children may not know
	Books for this age with words not found in normal conversation
	Books for this age with words not found in normal conversation


Script:

	Newborn to Two Year Olds
	Children learn new words by linking them to words they already know, and by learning them in the context of what is happening around them. Researchers have found that it is not necessary for the child to know the word “big” before learning harder words like “large” or “enormous” as long as they understand the underlying idea of “big”. So, we need not protect them from words. It is better to introduce them to lots of new words. The language of books is richer than the language of conversation. Children’s picture books have three times more rare words than regular conversation. These are words they hardly hear at all. 

Babies: In books for babies, there are often pictures of things they would not see everyday. [Read a simple board book that has pictures of unfamiliar animal or items.] Books expose them to many things they might not experience. They can see a picture of an elephant, but they might not see a real elephant very easily! So, by sharing books, our children learn many more new words. 
Toddlers: Here is the book Mr. Gumpy’s Outing by John Burningham [Read an excerpt or whole book of your choice. Point out words not used in daily conversation.] See the words that we probably wouldn’t use in regular conversation, like tramples or flapping wings. You can explain words as you go along or you can always come back after you read the book and talk about some of the words. For example, trample means to step on or stomp on everything. Let me see you flap your arms the way a chicken would flap his wings. With young children sometimes pointing to a picture or acting out a motion helps explain what a word means. Young children won’t know the meaning of every word. That’s ok. As you share the book over and over again they will understand. Don’t replace the unfamiliar words; explain them.  
Optional: Speak with your child in the language that is most comfortable to you. It is important for children to hear language spoken fluently. We also want them to use as many different words as possible—in any language. Research shows that if children are strong in one language, they easily learn another. 

	
	No book handy? The more you talk with your baby and toddler, the more words they learn. Often we use what is called business language, telling them what to do. We might say, bring me your shoes. You can add more vocabulary by saying, bring me your shoes. They are under the table. I am putting your shoes on because we are going to go pick up your brother. He is coming back from school. Young children who are spoken to a lot have more vocabulary than children who are spoken to only a little. You can see that in this chart. [Optional to show the chart.] The squares show the mothers who spoke with their children only a little and the triangles show the mothers who spoke with their children a lot. Even by 2 years old, 24 or 26 months old the children who were spoken to a lot have 5 times as many words as those who were spoken to a little, almost 800 words instead of less than 200 words. Children who have large vocabularies find it easier to learn to read and to understand what they read. 

	
	Here are some books you might enjoy reading with your child. Read one together and then take a little time to talk about some of the unfamiliar words.  




Vocabulary #3

Script continued

	Two/Three Year Olds
	Children who have a large vocabulary learn new words more easily when they get to school. A large vocabulary helps them when they try to sound out words and also helps them understand what they read. 
Children learn new words by linking them to words they already know. Researchers have found that it is not necessary for the child to know the word “big” before learning harder words like “large” or “enormous” as long as they understand the underlying idea of “big”. So, we need not really protect them from words. It is better to introduce them to lots of new words. The language of books is richer than the language of conversation. Children’s picture books have three times more rare words than regular conversation. These are words they hardly hear at all. So, by using the words in books, our children learn many more new words. Here is the book Very Clumsy Click Beetle by Eric Carle. Even in the title are some words that might be new, clumsy, beetle. Listen for some interesting words—RUMMAGED through a pile of pebbles, CREPT up a tree, WISE old click beetle, turtle AMBLED by, mouse SCURRIED by, and GRACEFUL SOMERSAULTS. 

You don’t need to explain every word, but you can see all the words they are learning! They learn more each time you read the story especially if you take time to talk about an unfamiliar word!

Optional: Speak with your child in the language that is most comfortable to you. It is important for children to hear language spoken fluently. We also want them to use as many different words as possible—in any language. Research shows that if children are strong in one language, they easily learn another.

	
	No book handy? The more you talk with your child, the more words they learn. Often we use what is called business language, telling them what to do. Speaking in encouragements and explaining why you are doing things gives your child more words than simply telling your child what to do. You might say, don’t cross the street without me. You can add more vocabulary by explaining. You might say, stop at the corner or hold my hand. I don’t want you to get hurt. Many drivers speed through here. Young children who are spoken to a lot have more vocabulary than children who are spoken to only a little. As you talk with your child, think about some words you can use that your child does not know. Then explain the word you used. Don’t worry your child does not understand right away. By using the word over and again and in different situations, your child will come to understand many words.

	
	Here are some books you might enjoy reading with your child. They have some interesting words that you might night use in daily conversation with your child. Read one together and then take a little time to talk about some of the unfamiliar words.

	Four/Five

Year Olds
	Children who have a large vocabulary learn new words more easily when they get to school. A large vocabulary helps them when they try to sound out words and also helps them understand what they read. 

The language of books is richer than the language of conversation. Children’s picture books have three times more rare words than regular conversation. These are words they hardly hear at all. So, by using the words in books, our children learn many more new words. Here is the book Big, Bigger, Biggest by Nancy Cofflet. [Read book or excerpt or book of your choice.] Rabbit says: I’m small. I’m little. I’m teensy. I’m wee. Here is what Spider says: I’m miniscule. I’m microscopic. Look at all these words related to small. Here are some words related to hungry: starving, famished. Can you think of others? 
Even if you don’t explain every word, your child begins to understand the words from what is going on in the story. As you read the book again at different times, it will help your child to understand if you discuss different words.

Optional: Speak with your child in the language that is most comfortable to you. It is important for children to hear language spoken fluently. We also want them to use as many different words as possible—in any language. Research shows that if children are strong in one language, they easily learn another.

	
	No book handy? Help your child learn a new word a day. Tell your child things you know and experiences you have had. Have relatives and friends tell your child about things they know and experiences they have had. Help your child learn more about things s/he is interested in. 

	
	Here are some books you might enjoy reading with your child. They have some interesting words that you might night use in daily conversation with your child. Read one together and then take a little time to talk about some of the unfamiliar words.



Vocabulary Development for Infants and Toddlers
From Right From Birth: Building Your Child’s Foundation for Life, Birth To 
18 Months by Craig T. Ramey. New York: Goddard Press, 1999.
This research illustrates the fact that mothers who have a high level of speech (language interactions per hour) have children with many more vocabulary words 
than children of mothers who have a low level of speech.

Note the increase in the difference between low and high level of speech as 
time goes by. The gap gets larger and larger as time goes by. The difference is 
even greater by the time the children reach third grade.



STAR Read Together Time
Vocabulary #4

	
	Newborn to Two
	Two/Three Year Olds
	Four/Five Year Olds

	Skill Summary:

	
	Say more than just the words on the page; add different words including factual information
	Factual books
	Factual books

	Preparation:

	Review script.

Examples are given in the script; use these or items of your own choice to demonstrate
	Doll/stuffed animal to demonstrate with baby

Board books including some that are factual. Examples include books with pictures and names of different trucks or machines, children around the world, animals, etc. 
	Factual book for this age level

Road Builders by Hennessy (J625.7 HEN) or one of your choice

	Factual book for this age level 

Frogs by Gail Gibbons (J597.8 GIB) or one of your choice

	Display Items: 

	
	Board books including some that are factual. Examples include books with pictures and names of different trucks or machines, children around the world, animals, etc.
	Factual books for this age level, including books by DK Publishers and others


	Factual books for this age level, including books by DK Publishers, books by Gail Gibbons and others




Script:

	Newborn to Two Year Olds
	It is important to introduce young children to all kinds of words. We read simple books with pictures. We talk about the pictures. For example if there is a picture of a shirt, we may talk about the shirt and describe it, talk about our baby or toddler’s shirt and maybe remember how we went to the store to buy it, or maybe it was given to you by a friend or family member. This is a story you are telling. Another way to talk about the shirt is to give more factual information. For example, shirts are made of many different kinds of materials, cotton, wool, etc. Wool comes from the fur of sheep. Even though your child does not understand all of the things you are saying, you are introducing different kinds of words, a wide variety of words! This is important for later reading. Actually the more you talk with your baby and toddler, the more words you use and the more words they learn. For your toddler there are some board books that have information in them, like Trucks, Trucks, Trucks by Peter Sis. Think about the things your toddler is interested in and we can help you find books on dogs or whatever topic interests your child. 

	
	No book handy? Researchers have found that telling toddlers “no” too often can limit their curiosity and willingness to explore. Not saying “yes” enough can lead them to give up too easily on challenging tasks; they expect to fail or think no one cares if they succeed. Some simple things you can do include:
Offer choices: would you like to wear the green pants or the blue pants? The child speaks to choose.

Explain reasons: Instead of just “Put your jacket on please” you can say, “You need to wear your jacket because it is cold out today. Your jacket is made of wool and it keeps you warm.” 

Explain what will happen: After your nap we will go visit grandma and then come home and make dinner.  

Children who try things and who are curious will find it easier to learn to read. 

	
	Here are some board books that lend themselves to talk about true things. Try telling your child about some of the things in the pictures. Use some words they might not know. 




Vocabulary #4

Script continued:

	Two/Three Year Olds
	 It is important to introduce your child to all kinds of words and all kinds of books. Today I’ll be sharing a factual book, a true book with you. Many of these are not found in the picture book section. They are found in our non-fiction area and are shelved by subject. The book I chose today is about construction vehicles, Road Builders by B.G. Hennessy. [Read an excerpt or all of a factual book of your choice.] You can see that the words used here, like grader and front loader, are words that would not be used in a story. The language of factual books is different from the language of stories. The way you talk with your child on these topics gives them added information and more words they may not be familiar with. You are expanding your child’s vocabulary. Knowing many words and what they mean is critical to becoming a good reader. Some children prefer factual books to stories. It is good to share both kinds. 
Start with factual books on topics your child is interested in. Is there a particular topic your child is interested in? 

	
	No book handy? You can share information on any topic from your own knowledge. If you are at the grocery store, talk about how different fruits or vegetables grow, where milk comes from, how bread is made. If you know how to fix cars, talk about the car parts and what they do and what you are doing to repair the car. 

	
	The books on this display are factual books on different topics. Take time to choose one and share it with your child. Some of these books have quite a bit of text/words on a page. Don’t worry about reading every word. You can read through a page and then tell your child about it. Use some of those interesting words that your child may not know yet! Don’t worry if you don’t finish the whole book.

	Four/Five

Year Olds
	It is important to introduce your child to all kinds of words and all kinds of books. Today I’ll be showing you a factual book, a true book. Many of these are not found in the picture book section. They are found in our non-fiction area and are shelved by subject. 

Many 4 and 5 year olds are very interested in or knowledgeable about a specific topic. I have often found they know more about a topic that I do! A good place to start is to share factual books on topics your child is interested in. Is there a particular topic YOUR child is interested in? 

The book I chose today is about construction vehicles, Frogs by Gail Gibbons. [Share excerpt or all of a factual book of your choice.] You can see that the words used here, like frog spawn and oxygen, are words that would not be used in a story. The language of factual books is different from the language of stories. The language of factual books is different from the language of stories. Even the way you talk with your children on these topics gives them added information and more words they may not be familiar with. You are expanding your child’s vocabulary. Knowing many words and what they mean is critical to becoming a good reader. Some children prefer factual books to stories. It is important to share both. 

The books on this display are factual books on different topics. Take time to choose one and share it with your child. Some of these books have quite a bit of text/words on a page. Don’t worry about reading every word. You can read through a page and then tell your child about it. Use some of those interesting words that your child may not know yet! Talk about some of the interesting words and ideas as you share the book together. Don’t worry if you don’t finish the whole book.

	
	 No book handy? You can share information on any topic from your own knowledge. If you are passing a gas station, you might talk about what other fuels besides gasoline cars can use—electricity, natural gas. If you see a building being constructed, you might talk about the materials or the different workers who build it. Remember, we learn right along with our children. They are very curious so sometimes they know more than we do on a topic. It is fun to learn together. 

	
	The books on this display are factual books on different topics. Take time to choose one and share it with your child. Some of these books have quite a bit of text/words on a page. Don’t worry about reading every word. You can read through a page and then tell your child about it. Use some of those interesting words that your child may not know yet! Don’t worry if you don’t finish the whole book.
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