Read Together Time

Introduction

The following scripts are designed to convey early literacy information in small segments. They can be used in a variety of ways, some of which are listed below. Use them in ways that best fit your community and your situation. 

Each script highlights one aspect of each of the six early literacy skills:

· Print Motivation

· Phonological Awareness

· Vocabulary

· Narrative Skills

· Print Awareness

· Letter Knowledge

For each skill there are four scripts. 

Each script is

· designed to be five minutes or less. 

· divided into three age levels: newborn to two years, two and three year olds, four and five year olds

· divided into three sections: 

· what to do to support the aspect of the skill discussed with a book

· what to do to support the aspect of the skill discussed if you do not have a book

· inviting the adult to share a book from display with young child

The scripts are designed to be used in a personal way, in very small groups when you can relate to each person or in one-on-one situations. Because the scripts are divided into age-levels, you can choose the script that best fits with the age of the child that is present. 

Organization:

For each script a chart shows the following:

· The early literacy skill and the aspect of the skill being highlighted

· Preparation needed: books to pull, reading through the script, materials

· Display: items to pull to display so that participants can share a book or books with their children

Possible Uses: 

Read Together Program

In library or other community gathering place

Weekly program for 1.5 to 2 hours. Each family may drop in for about 15 minutes. 

On-the-Spot STAR Read Together

Choose one script for the week.

Any time young children and their parent/caregiver come into the library, demonstrate the skill and activity 

Outreach

Work with community organizations such as health clinics, homeless shelters, home visiting programs, support groups through faith organizations, foster care and others. 

STAR Read Together Time

Narrative Skills #1
	
	Newborn to Two
	Two/Three Year Olds
	Four/Five Year Olds

	Skill Summary:

	
	Expressive language

Babies: encourage babbling; add your own experiences to pictures
Toddlers: time to respond
	Expressive language

Time to respond to what you say

Encourage child to talk about book
	Expressive language

Retell in sequence

	Preparation:

	Review script.

Examples are given in the script; use these or items of your own choice to demonstrate
	Doll/stuffed animal to demonstrate with baby
Choose a board book or two for this age level:
Babies: board book with bright pictures
Toddler: board book about something in their world, that they understand

Optional: Graphic of Brain follows this script
	Any book appropriate for this age level

Optional: Graphic of Brain follows this script
	Books that have retellable stories, repeated phrase and/or repeated actions such at Very Hungry Caterpillar by Carle
Sequencing card sheet follows this script (Use by presenter and/or as handout)

	Display Items: 

	
	Babies: board books with bright pictures
Toddler: board books about something in their world, that they understand
	Any book that children this age may like
	Books that have retellable stories, repeated phrase and/or repeated actions such as: Little Red Hen
Too Much Noise by McGovern

Gigantic Turnip by Tolstoy

Something From Nothing by Gilman

Many folklore stories


Script:
	Newborn to Two Year Olds
	The way you share books with your infant and toddler makes a difference in their language development. By encouraging your child to talk, you are developing their narrative skills. Narrative skills is the expressive part of language, one of the six early literacy skills. Researchers say this skill helps children understand what they read when they learn to read.  You can share books in many ways. 
Babies: To develop narrative skills with your baby, first talk cheerfully and slowly as you read the words and talk about the pictures in the book. Many books for babies have only one or two words on a page. You increase your baby’s language experiences when you talk add information or a story about the picture. For example, if there is a picture of a cat, you might say, I had a cat named Tiger when I was in second grade. He would always hop up on my lap and snuggle with me. Then stop for a few seconds and give your baby time to babble back to you. For babies, wait for a babbling back. [Demonstrate, with doll if you like, using a board book of your choice. Read a page and talk about a picture leaving time for baby to babble back.] Babbling is the beginning of narrative skills.
Toddlers: To develop narrative skills with your toddler, first talk cheerfully and slowly as you read the words and talk about the pictures in the book. Then give them a chance to talk even if you don’t understand everything they say. For toddlers who are just beginning to respond to what we say, it takes anywhere from 5 to 12 seconds for them to respond. That’s because four different parts of the brain have to work together to have a conversation-- to hear the words, figure out what to say, and then to physically say the words using lips, tongue, vocal cords. It all has to work together. The more practice they have responding to you, the more you give them time to respond, the more practice they get with talking and responding. We adults have had lots of practice so we can respond to what someone says in a split second. So, just to give you an example—you can do this with any book you think your child might enjoy. [Use a book of your choice. Read a page and talk about a picture. Wait for a response. You might end with, “What do you think?” or “What do you see?”] You may not understand what your child is saying, but giving your child opportunities to talk helps develop narrative skills. 

	
	No book handy?  Babies: Even when you are talking with your baby without a book, encourage your baby’s babbling by waiting a few seconds every sentence or two. Repeat the sounds your baby is making and then add more words to it. Your baby will try to imitate you. Don’t worry that you don’t understand the babble, just say another few sentences and give your baby more time to babble. 

Toddlers: When you’re talking with your toddler, remember to wait 5 to 12 seconds to give them time to respond to what you are saying no matter what you’re talking about. 

	
	Here are some books you and your child might enjoy. Try sharing books allowing time for your baby/toddler to talk, too. You’ll help your child develop narrative skills which leads to better reading comprehension/understanding later. Although this might seem like a little thing to do, by using this technique many times you are adding to your child’s language development which adds up to later making it easier for your child to learn to read.
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Narrative Skills #1

Script continued:

	Two/Three Year Olds
	The way you share books with your child makes a difference in their language development. By encouraging your child to talk, you are developing their narrative skills. Narrative skills is the expressive part of language, one of the six early literacy skills. Researchers say this helps children understand what they read when they learn to read.  

You can share books in many ways. To develop narrative skills, make it more of a conversation around the book. Talk about a picture or read a sentence or two and then let your child have time to respond. 

Some children need more time than others to respond. For children who are at the stage where they are not just repeating what you say but responding to what you say, it takes anywhere from 5 to 12 seconds for them to respond. That’s because four different parts of the brain have to work together to have a conversation—to hear the words, figure out what to say, and then to physically say the words using lips, tongue, vocal cords. It all has to work together. [Optional: Show Brain graphic] The more practice they have responding to you, the more you give them time to respond, the more practice they get with talking and responding. We adults have had lots of practice so we can respond to what someone says in a split second. So, just to give you an example—you can do this with any book you think your child might enjoy. If your child is already talking a lot, still encourage them to talk about the picture or the story but you won’t have to wait so long for them to respond. 

[Demonstrate with a book of your choice. Talk about a picture or read a sentence or two from the book. Look encouragingly at the child and wait for a response. You might end with, “What do you think?” or “What do you see?”] You may not understand everything your child is saying, but giving your child opportunities to talk helps develop narrative skills.

	
	No book handy? If your child is just beginning to talk, remember to wait 5 to 12 seconds to give them time to respond to what you are saying no matter what you’re talking about.

If your child is talking a lot, encourage them to tell you about something that happened, what they are doing, or something they think is interesting. 

	
	Here are some books you and your child might enjoy. Try sharing books allowing time for your child to talk, too. You’ll help your child develop narrative skills which leads to better reading comprehension/understanding later. Although this might seem like a little thing to do, by using this technique many times you are adding to your child’s language development which adds up to later making it easier for your child to learn to read.

	Four/Five Year Olds
	The way you share books with your child makes a difference in their language development. You can share books in ways that develop their narrative skills. Narrative skills is one of the six early literacy skills researchers have noted help children be able to later understand what they read. Being able to describe things and events and to tell and retell stories are all part of narrative skills.  Some books have stories that take place in a particular order with repetition. Read the book to your child and then have your child retell the story in order. You can encourage your child by saying, “First what happened, then what happened, what happened after that, what happened at the end.” Don’t make it a test. If they can’t remember very well, give them the book and have them look at the pictures to retell the story. They don’t have to say something for every page. So, for example, with the book The Very Hungry Caterpillar, the caterpillar first eats one apple, then two pears and so forth. He is small. After he eats, he grows big and fat. Next, he builds a cocoon. Finally he becomes a butterfly. Using stories to help your child tell what happens in order is one enjoyable way to develop their narrative skills.  

	
	No book handy? Even without a book your child can tell you about things that happen in a particular order. For example, an event, what happened during their day, something that is going to happen, an experiment they tried, or how they made something. 
You can draw or cut out pictures to show different steps in something you do. For example, here I have four cards that show baking cookies. Lay them out and talk about what is happening in each picture. Have your child put them in order. Help him if he’s having trouble. You can do this with many different situations—going to the store, filling your grocery cart, paying the cashier, loading the groceries or unpacking them at home; planting a seed, watering the seed, plant grows, plant has flower; and you can think of more!

	
	There are some books that have repeated phrases or repeated actions that make them good for retelling. Read one together and then have your child retell some or part of the story. You’ll be developing narrative skills, the expressive part of language that later helps with comprehension/ understanding.
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STAR Read Together Time

Narrative Skills #2

	
	Newborn to Two
	Two/Three Year Olds
	Four/Five Year Olds

	Skill Summary:

	
	Ask what questions and  label pictures
Allow time for child to repeat Praise efforts; add description
	Dialogic reading—what questions, add info/description, repeat, acknowledge responses
	Dialogic reading—what questions, add info/description, repeat, acknowledge responses; use of concrete open-ended questions

	Preparation:

	Review script.

Examples are given in the script; use these or items of your own choice to demonstrate
	Doll/stuffed animal to demonstrate with baby
Any board book with clear pictures/familiar situations
	Book with pictures showing action and situations familiar to child

Ex. Only You by Wells
	Book with pictures showing action and situations familiar to child

Ex. Alfie & the Birthday Surprise by Hughes

	Display Items: 

	
	Board books with clear pictures/familiar situations
	Books with pictures showing action and situations familiar to child
	Books with pictures showing action and situations familiar to child


Script:

	Newborn to Two Year Olds
	Even though we might not always understand what our children are saying at this age, we want to encourage them to speak! Even this early in life you are developing their narrative skills, one of the six skills they will need to read. We can encourage them to speak as we share books with them. 

Babies: Point to a picture and say, What’s this? Then say what it is. This is called labeling. For example, look at this book. Oh look, What’s this? Here is a picture of an apple. Apple, let me hear you say apple. Then, wait a few seconds for your baby to babble back to you. Then say Yes! an apple. Applesauce is made from crushed apples. You love applesauce. Wait for the baby to babble again. Then go on to another picture. 
Toddlers: For example, when you read a book with your toddler, you might stop and point to something in the picture. [Demonstrate using picture in book of your choice.] Oh, look, what’s this? It’s a bird. Let me hear you say bird. Give your child a chance to repeat the word, but don’t force it, keep it enjoyable. Praise your child—that’s right a bird. Then add some more information. This bird has red feathers. Encourage your child to repeat some of what you said.  This is the beginning of developing narrative skills. 

	
	No book handy? You can still help develop your child’s narrative skills. Wherever you are, point to different things and name them for your child. Wait for your child to repeat what you say, even if you can’t understand what s/he is saying. So, for example, at the grocery store, you might say, “Look at all these vegetables. Here are some carrots. Can you say carrots?” 

Even though your child might not understand everything you say, tell your child about what you have pointed out. For example, you might say, “Look how long these carrots are, skinny at one end and thick at the top. Carrots are orange. Can you say orange?” 

You can also talk about pictures in catalogs, pointing to an item, describing it, telling your child what it does or how it works. Give your child time to repeat what you say. 

	
	I have some board books here for you to share with your child. Encourage your child to talk as you share the book together. 




Narrative Skills #2

Script continued:

	Two/Three Year Olds
	Sometimes when we read books with children, they want to sit as we read the book straight through. That’s one way to share books with your child. Children often want to hear the same book over again. Another way to share books with your child is called dialogic reading which is basically having a conversation around the pictures in the book. Research has shown that this way of reading books helps to develop one of the early literacy skills called narrative skills, the ability to describe things and events and to tell and retell stories. Encouraging children to talk about what they are thinking will help them later to understand what they will read. 

You can start by asking “what” questions. What questions cannot be answered with just a yes or no. Your child gets to use language. You can point to a picture and say, What’s this? Then acknowledge what your child says by saying “Yes,” and repeat what s/he said. Than add a little more information about that picture. [Demonstrate using a picture in the book you have chosen.] For example, here is a book called Only You by Rosemary Wells. In this picture they are cooking. [Point to the chair] What’s this? Wait for the child to respond—a chair. Say, Yes, a chair. It’s a sturdy wooden chair. Let me hear you say wooden chair. Encourage your child to repeat some of what you say, but don’t worry if he doesn’t. You want your booksharing time to be enjoyable. Then you can read some more of the book and take some time to talk about another picture the same way, asking what questions, repeat what your child says and add a little more information, encouraging him/her to repeat what you have said. Asking what questions helps to develop narrative skills.

	
	No book handy? You can do dialogic talking. Basically, just take the time to ask “what” questions of your child anywhere you are. So, if you’re in the kitchen and getting some ice out for a cool drink, you can say, What’s this? Wait for a reply—ice. Yes, these are ice cubes. How does the ice cube feel to you? Child might say cold. Yes, they are cold. I want my drink t be nice a cold on this hot day. 

	
	Here are some books with clear pictures and something happening in the pictures. Try asking what questions, adding description or information, and praising your child for responding or trying to. Enjoy!

	Four/Five Year Olds
	Sometimes when we read books with children, they want to sit as we read the book straight through. That’s one way to share books with your child. Children often want to hear the same book over again. Another way to share books with your child is called dialogic reading which is basically having a conversation around the pictures in the book. Research has shown that this way of reading books helps to develop one of the early literacy skills called narrative skills, the ability to describe things and events and to tell and retell stories. Encouraging children to talk about what they are thinking will help them later to understand what they will read. 

You can start by asking “what” questions. What questions cannot be answered with just a yes or no. Your child gets to use language. You can point to a picture and say, What’s this? Then acknowledge what your child says by saying “Yes,” and repeat what s/he said. Than add a little more information about that picture. [Demonstrate using a picture in the book you have chosen.]  For example, here is a book called Alfie and the Birthday Surprise by Shirley Hughes. In this picture with the birthday cake, you can point to the cake and say, What’s this? Wait for the child to respond—a birthday cake with white icing. Say, Yes, a birthday cake with white icing. They are putting candles on the cake. What do you remember about your birthday? Or What did we use candles for? Or What do you remember we cooked? Tell me about it. Then you can read some more of the book and take some time to talk about another picture the same way, asking open-ended questions that help relate what is happening in the picture to your child’s experiences. 

	
	No book handy? That’s ok, you can do dialogic talking, asking questions that cannot be answered with just a yes or no. So, if you are at the park, you might ask what your child would like to do first. S/he may say, go on the swings. You can then ask, how do you feel when you swing so high? Asking open-ended questions, questions that cannot be answered with yes or no, helps build children’s narrative skills.

	
	Here are some books with clear pictures and something happening in the pictures. Try asking what questions, adding description or information, and praising your child for responding or trying to. Enjoy!




STAR Read Together Time
Narrative Skills #3

	
	Newborn to Two
	Two/Three Year Olds
	Four/Five Year Olds

	Skill Summary:

	
	Many ways to express
Sign language; Gestures

Native language
	Dialogic reading—open-ended questions at level for this age, reality based

Descriptions, choices, predictions, opinions
	Dialogic reading and use of open-ended questions—predictions, ideas fantasy, what if; decontextualized language—beyond here and now

	Preparation:

	Review script.

Examples are given in the script; use these or items of your own choice to demonstrate
	Doll/stuffed animal to demonstrate with baby
Board book for babies/toddlers

Board book with sign language
	Book with clear pictures of familiar situations, where something is happening in the pictures
	Book with pictures where something is happening 

	Display Items: 

	
	Board books for infants/toddlers

Board books with sign language
	Books with clear pictures of familiar situations, where something is happening in the pictures
	Books with pictures where something is happening 


Script:

	Newborn to Two Year Olds
	Encouraging your child to express him/herself through language is the first step in developing narrative skills, one of the six early literacy skills that researchers say is important to help children learn to read. Narrative skills is the expressive part of language, later being able to describe things and to tell and retell stories. Being able to not just hear and understand, but also being able to say what you’re thinking helps children to later understand what they read. 

Babies: Babies babble and we want to make sure we give them time to talk back to us even though we don’t really understand their babble. Babies communicate in other ways as well. For example, they might cry to let you know they need something. They turn their heads away when they have had enough to eat or if they are over-stimulated and need some time alone. They smile and move their hands and feet when they get excited. You can see what they are interested in by watching what they look at. 
Toddlers: Toddlers often use gestures or actions to express themselves. They wave, point, nod or shake their heads, bang on the table for more food, point to the refrigerator for some juice. They may hand you a brush so you’ll brush their hair or give you a cup so you’ll give them a drink. Add words to what they are showing you with their actions. Encourage them to repeat what you say. 
Babies and Toddlers: There are several ways you can encourage your child’s expressive language: One is to be aware of the ways your child is “talking” to you, whether with babbling, gibberish, gestures, and actions. [Demonstrate each of the items below.] So, when you are reading a book together, he may want to turn the page before you have finished reading it. That’s ok, follow your child’s lead. You can say Oh, I see you want me to turn the page. We turn the page. Say turn the page. Leave time for your child to babble or repeat, even if you cannot understand what he says. 

You may see your baby chewing on a book—time to open it up and read it together. You can say, Oh, that book looks very good. Let’s see what it’s about. Look at the picture on the cover. It’s called [say title. Repeat title]. Can you say [title]? 
Another way to help is to put words to your child’s gestures—“Oh, you want to turn the page. OK, turn the page.” When you are reading books with your child give him time to repeat a word your have said. You may have to say it several times and then let him try to say it. Praise his efforts even if you can’t understand what he is saying.

Some parents teach their children some sign language to make it easier for their children to express themselves before they can talk easily. If you do this, it is important to show the sign AND say the words, not just the sign. 

	
	No book handy? You can still encourage your child’s narrative skills and expressive language. 

Watch your child’s gestures and actions. Say what you think your child means. Encourage her to repeat what you say. 
Use the sign language words you have learned any time of the day, and often. Make sure to say the words as you use the signs. 

Talk with your child in the language that is most comfortable for you and encourage your child to speak your language as well.

	
	We have some books here that show the pictures and the signs of some common words, if you would like to try it with your child. There are some other books that don’t have sign. With these you can watch for your child’s signals and also give your child a chance to say something about the pictures. By doing these activities every day, bit by bit you are helping your child become ready to learn to read.




Narrative Skills #3

Script continued:

	Two/Three Year Olds
	When you share books with your child, you can encourage their narrative skills by asking open-ended questions. There are many ways to share books with children. Sometimes you might read the book all the way through with little interruption. Other times you can talk about what is happening in the pictures and encourage your child to talk too. And of course you can combine both of these ways of sharing a book in one sitting. If your child is getting restless as you read, asking questions can help keep your child’s attention. 

Asking open-ended questions helps your child use words to say what s/he is thinking. This develops their narrative skills, one of the six early literacy skills that researchers say is important to help children learn to read. Narrative skills is the expressive part of language, being able t o describe things and to tell and retell stories. This skill helps children later be able to understand what they read. 

Open-ended questions are ones that cannot be answered with a yes or no. After your child is comfortable answering questions like What’s this? as you point to a picture, you can move on to harder questions. Some examples are, What do you see on this page? What is happening here? What does this dog look like? What is this character doing? Look at this boy’s face, how do you think he feels? [Demonstrate asking some of these questions with a picture in a book of your choice.]

If these kinds of questions are too hard, then you can give your child a choice. For example, you could say, What is this boy doing? If your child says, I don’t know, you can say, Well, if you did know, what would you say? and give him/her time to respond. If s/he still does not reply you might offer a choice: Is he riding a tricycle or running after a dog? Then let your child repeat one of your choices. [Demonstrate with picture in a book of your choice.] Researchers have found that this way of sharing books with your child, called dialogic reading, having a dialog or conversation around the pictures in the book, helps to develop your child’s language skills. 

	
	No book handy? You can still encourage your child’s narrative skills by asking open-ended questions about anything around you. “What do you see?” “Where are you going?” “What do you want to do now?” As you let the water out of the bathtub, where is the water going? 

	
	We have some books here that have clear pictures and something going on in the pictures. These are good ones for trying dialogic reading and developing narrative skills. Take a few minutes to give it a try with your child. 

	Four/Five Year Olds
	When you share books with your child, you can encourage their narrative skills by asking open-ended questions. There are many ways to share books with children. Sometimes you might read the book all the way through with little interruption. Other times you can talk about what is happening in the pictures and encourage your child to talk too. And of course you can combine both of these ways of sharing a book in one sitting. If your child is getting restless as you read, asking questions can help keep your child’s attention. 

Asking open-ended questions helps your child use words to say what s/he is thinking. This develops their narrative skills, one of the six early literacy skills that researchers say is important to help children learn to read. Narrative skills is the expressive part of language, being able t o describe things and to tell and retell stories. This skill helps children later be able to understand what they read. 

Open-ended questions are ones that cannot be answered with a yes or no. Some examples are, “What do you see on this page?” “What is happening here?” “What is this character doing?” “Look at this boy’s face, how do you think he feels?” [Demonstrate with picture in a book of your choice.]

We also want our children to use their imaginations, to think beyond the here and now—what they think could happen, things that may not be right in the picture. So, for example, you might say, What do you think would happen if . . . or What do you think might happen next? If you were writing the book, how would you end the story? I wonder how this character is feeling. What do you think? When have you felt that way? [Demonstrate with picture in a book of your choice.]

	
	No book handy? You can still encourage your child’s narrative skills by asking open-ended questions about anything around you. What do you see? Where are you going? What do you want to do now? How are you feeling? 
Encourage your child to talk beyond the “here and now” by asking questions that spark his/her imagination. I wonder what would happen if . . ., What do you think might happen?  Where would you go if you could go anywhere you wanted? What are you thinking about? What would you do if . . . 
At this age some children get very interested in a specific subject, like dinosaurs or princesses. Asking a question like, What can you tell me about . . .? can get a child telling you many things!

	
	We have some books here that have clear pictures and something going on in the pictures. These are good ones for trying dialogic reading and developing narrative skills. Take a few minutes to give it a try with your child. 



STAR Read Together Time
Narrative Skills #4

	
	Newborn to Two
	Two/Three Year Olds
	Four/Five Year Olds

	Skill Summary:

	
	Books of nursery rhymes—favorites for repetition

Repeated phrases/words
	Books that are easy to retell; repeated phrase, chant, action

Use of factual books
	Books that are easy to retell; repeated phrase, chant, action, act out stories
Use of factual books

	Preparation:

	Review script.

Examples are given in the script; use these or items of your own choice to demonstrate
	Doll/stuffed animal to demonstrate with baby
Board book of nursery rhyme

Board book with repeated phrase

Fingerplay of your choice for young child. For ex. Pat-a-Cake, Round the Garden, Two Little Blackbirds
	Book with repeated phrase and/or action. For ex. Three Bears, Great Big Enormous Turnip by Tolstoy, Stuck in the Mud by Clarke
Factual book such as DK’s Watch Me Grow series
	Book with repeated phrase and/or action. For ex. Three Bears (various versions), Great Big Enormous Turnip by Tolstoy, Three Billy Goats Gruff (various versions), Something from Nothing by Gilman
Factual book

	Display Items: 

	
	Board books of nursery rhymes

Board books with repeated phrases
	Books with repeated phrase and/or action.

Easy factual books
	Books with repeated phrase and/or action.

Factual books for this age level 


Script:

	Newborn to Two Year Olds
	Researchers tell us that children who have good narrative skills more easily understand what they read when they learn to read. Basically, narrative skills is the expressive part of language—the talking part, being able to describe things and events and to tell and retell stories. At this young age, your child does not have enough language to tell you a whole story. Still, you can help your child build up to retelling a whole story by starting with simpler pieces now. 

Babies and Toddlers: Babies and toddlers like to listen to the rhyme and rhythm of nursery rhymes. Repeating rhymes over and again helps your child become familiar with them. There are many books of nursery rhymes. After reading a couple of lines, pause and give your child a chance to respond with a babble, gurgle or gibberish. These sounds are the beginning of talking, the beginning of narrative skills. [Demonstrate with a nursery rhyme book, using doll if you like. Stop every couple of lines to allow the child to respond.] You may notice your child saying words in the rhythm of the nursery rhyme even if they can’t say every word. This is  a good beginning. 
Toddlers: Children learn through repetition. When you read books with words or a phrase that are repeated throughout the book, encourage your child to join in and say the word or phrase with you. Even though they are not retelling a whole story, saying the repeated words or a phrase gets them started. [Demonstrate with a board book with repetition of your choice.]

You and your child may do this naturally, but making a point of having your child join in is one way to develop narrative skills. 

	
	No book handy? There are many things you can do to develop your child’s narrative skills. 

You can say rhymes and do fingerplays with your baby and toddler anytime, wherever you are. Just give them time to try to repeat what you say, even if you cannot understand what they say. [Demonstrate a fingerplay of your choice.]
Your toddler loves to imitate you. For example, talking on the phone, have your child either pretend to talk with someone or actually talk to someone helps develop narrative skills.
Use the tune to This Is the Way We Wash Our Clothes to say what you or your child is doing: This is the way we get dressed, we get dressed, we get dressed, This is the way we get dressed so early in the morning. First we put on a diaper, put on a diaper, put on a diaper, First we put on a diaper so early in the morning. Next a shirt goes over your head . . . so early in the morning. Then we pull on your pants . . . so early in the morning, and so on. Put actions to the words. [Tune at www.kididdles.com/lyrics/m014.html]

	
	I have some board books of nursery rhymes and some that have repeated words or phrases. Take some time to try one with your child, encouraging him/her to chime in. 




Narrative Skills #4

Script continued:
	Two/Three Year Olds
	One way to use books to develop your child’s narrative skills is to have them say a repeated phrase in the book with you. Researchers tell us that children who have good narrative skills more easily understand what they read when they learn to read. Basically, narrative skills is the expressive part of language—the talking part, being able to describe things and events and to tell and retell stories. Your child may not, at this point, have enough language to tell you a whole story. You can help your child build up to retelling a whole story as they get older by starting with smaller pieces now. For example, in a book that has a repeated phrase, encourage your child to say that phrase with you. Here is a book called Stuck in the Mud by Clarke [Demonstrate with book of your choice.] The repeated phrase in this book is they pushed and pulled again and again. I’ll read a few of pages. [The first time you come to the phrase “they pushed and pulled again and again” read it rhythmically.] Let me hear you say that—they pushed and pulled again and again. Good! Sometimes you can put an action to the phrase which encourages your child to join in. [The second time you come to this phrase, add actions. Encourage the adult and child to imitate you.] Encouraging your child to say the repeated phrase helps develop their narrative skills. It also helps keep them interested in the story! Adding actions to the repeated phrase as if you are pushing and pulling, helps reinforce the words for young children. It also makes it fun. After your child becomes comfortable with saying the phrase, stop and wait for your child to say it himself/herself. 
You and your child may do this naturally, but making a point of having your child join in, saying some part of the story is one way to both keep your child’s attention and develop narrative skills. 
Some children will talk more when talking about factual topics. When sharing true books on a topic of interest to your child, talk about the pictures. Encourage your child to tell what s/he knows. Depending on how much language your child has, you may or may not be able to understand everything he says. That’s ok. [Demonstrate with factual book.] After encouraging your child to speak and listening to what s/he says, add information from the book.  

	
	No book handy? There are many things you can do to develop your child’s narrative skills. Talking on the phone—have your child either pretend to talk with someone or actually talk to someone helps develop narrative skills. 

Have your child tell you about something that happened

Encourage your child tell you a story, even if you don’t understand all he says.

Take turns telling a story
Use the tune to This Is the Way We Wash Our Clothes to sing the process: This is the way we set the table, set the table, set the table. This is the way we set the table, before we eat our meal.  Continue with: This is the way we eat our food . . . while we eat our meal. Then: This is the way we clear the table . . . after we eat our meal.   Put actions to the words.  [Tune at  www.kididdles.com/lyrics/m014.html]
Use a toy or puppet to tell a story together  

	
	Here are some books that have repeated phrases. Take some time to try one with your child. If you can, think of an action to go with the phrase. Encourage your child to chime in.




Narrative Skills #4

Script continued:
	Four/Five Year Olds
	You can develop your child’s narrative skills using books by having them say a repeated phrase in the book with you, by having them retell the story, or act out the story. Of course, you don’t have to do it all at once! Researchers tell us that children who have good narrative skills more easily understand what they read when they learn to read.  Basically, narrative skills is the expressive part of language—the talking part, being able to describe things and events and to tell and retell stories. Putting actions to a repeated phrase can keep your child more interested in the book. It is also a good first step to acting out the story. For some children adding the actions makes it easier to remember the phrases. Here is a book called Something from Nothing by Phoebe Gilman. This book has several repeated phrases: Grandpa can fix it. His scissors went snip, snip, snip and his needle flew in and out and in and out. It’s time to throw it out! [Read a few pages of the book. Put actions to repeated phrases—like making pointer and tallman fingers go together and apart like a scissors, pretend to hold a needle and move your hand from side to side. Demonstrate with example of your choice.] Sometimes you may just read the story straight through. Other times you can have your child chime in and do actions to the repeated phrases. After your child becomes comfortable with saying the phrase, stop and wait for your child to say it himself/herself. Adding the actions can then can then lead to acting out the story. Retelling stories not only develops those narrative skills but also helps with understanding and keeps your child’s attention. 
Some children will talk more when talking about factual topics. When sharing true books on a topic of interest to your child, allow him/her to tell what s/he knows. Often children this age know more than we do on topics they are very interested in. [Demonstrate with factual book.] After encouraging your child to speak and listening to what s/he says, add information from the book.  

	
	No book handy? There are many things you can do to develop your child’s narrative skills. Talking on the phone—have your child either pretend to talk with someone or actually talk to someone helps develop narrative skills. 

Have your child tell you about something that happened

Let your child tell you a story, or take turns telling a story. 

Use the tune to This Is the Way We Wash Our Clothes to sing the process: This is the way we set the table, set the table, set the table. This is the way we set the table, before we eat our meal.  Continue with: This is the way we eat our food . . . while we eat our meal. Then: This is the way we clear the table . . . after we eat our meal.   Put actions to the words.  [Tune at www.kididdles.com/lyrics/m014.html]
Use a toy or puppet to tell a story together.

	
	Here are some books that have repeated phrases. Take some time to try one with your child. If you can, think of an action to go with the phrase. Encourage your child to chime in.
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PET Scans of the Brain Show


Four Parts of the Brain Work Together for Conversation
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