Early Literacy Enhanced Storytime Checklist
Instructions

For section D below: What is an effective aside? An effective aside gives a research-based reason for how or why an activity (playing rhyming games, saying a repeated phrase) or practice (singing, talking, reading, writing, playing)* supports an early literacy component (phonological awareness, vocabulary, print conventions/awareness, background knowledge, letter knowledge) or reading skill (decoding—recognizing words and relating letters and sounds to formulate words or comprehension).
For section E below: Illustrate how activities commonly done in storytimes support the early literacy components.* One storytime will not include all items under each category. One storytime will not include every early literacy component. However, over the course of several storytimes, all should be modeled and/or talked about.

*Since the practices are directly tied back to the components via effective asides, they are not dealt with separately in this form.

A.  Adult Participation (Check all that apply)
     ( Presenter encourages participation of parents and          

          caregivers 

     ( Presenter encourages interactions between parent or 
          caregiver and children

     ( Presenter acknowledges the important role parents

          and caregivers play in early literacy development

     ( Presenter calls attention to handouts and/or displays 

          for parents/caregivers

     ( Presenter encourages communication between

          him/herself and parents and caregivers before and 

          after the program

     ( Presenter found ways to communicate early literacy

          information to parents and caregivers not in attendance

B.  Print Motivation: (required for all storytimes)

      (  Presenter conveys idea that reading is enjoyable

      (  Presenter seems to have fun

      (  Presenter reads books in an engaging manner

      (  Children are engaged; enjoy the storytime

      (  Adults in attendance seem engaged; enjoy the
            storytime

C.  Informational Book (for storytimes targeting ages 2 and up)

      (  Presenter shared part or all of an informational book

      (  Presenter shared informational text from magazine 

      (  Presenter added factual information to storytime 

            elements

D. Early Literacy Asides and/or Tips (three effective asides should be included):
	ASIDES
	DESCRIPTION
	EFFECTIVE?
	COMMENTS

	Explain Aside
	Introduces the aspect of early literacy that will be highlighted, with brief explanation
	Y  /  N
	

	Example Aside
	Highlights an instance or an activity that is being modeled

	Y  /  N
	

	Empower Aside
	Explains how to continue to support early literacy after storytime is over (at home or child care setting)
	Y  /  N
	


E.  Supporting Early Literacy Components (Check all that apply.)

     * preschool storytimes only

Phonological Awareness

  ( Presenter invites children/adults to chime in saying 
       rhymes/fingerplays/poems.

  ( Presenter uses music/songs/songbooks.

  ( Presenter uses environmental sounds: car honking, 
      animal sounds, etc.

  ( Presenter claps out syllables of names/words.

  ( Presenter uses books that highlight sound 
      awareness (for ex. rhyming text, alliteration)

  ( *Presenter plays/demonstrates rhyming game(s) 
      with children.

Print Conventions/Awareness

  ( Presenter has rhymes/songs written out so adults 
       can follow and children notice text.

  ( Presenter uses board books to model how books are 
       toys for young children to handle.

  ( Presenter points to text and/or pictures intermittently 
       when reading book.

  ( Presenter calls attention to the cover of the book; 
       points to and reads the title/author/illustrator.

  ( Presenter points to the print and occasionally runs 
       finger along text while reading.

  ( Presenter labeled some items or points out signs.
  ( Presenter points out fonts, labels in pictures or other
       print conventions are shown in books.

  (  Presenter uses nametags or sign-in sheets to draw 
       attention to child’s/adult’s written names.

  ( Presenter allows time for writing and/or offers ideas
       on ways to incorporate writing into daily activities.

  ( Presenter offers opportunities for small motor
       development, such as fingerplays (precursor to 
       writing)

  ( Presenter offers opportunities for large motor
      development to develop spatial relationships 
      (precursor to writing)

Letter Knowledge
   (  Presenter uses objects to note the importance of 

        shapes.

   (  Presenter demonstrates use of large foam or 
        magnetic letters or shapes, and importance of 
        learning through the senses.

   (  Presenter uses flannelboard or other activity to 
        model matching and the concept of alike and 
        different.
   (  Presenter uses an enjoyable alphabet book, activity 

        and/or song.
   (  Presenter points out letters using any book.

   (  Presenter talks about or points out letters and/or 

         letter sounds.
   (  Presenter uses nametags to help children 

        understand letters.

   (  Presenter provides opportunity for children to play 

        with magnetic or foam letters, block shapes, etc.

   (  Presenter provides opportunities for children to use 
        bodies to form shapes and/or letters (e.g., air 
        writing, bending bodies into shapes or letter forms.)

Vocabulary 

   (  Presenter calls attention to the pictures in book, 
        connecting words to pictures to enhance meaning 
        of words and comprehension.

   (  Presenter makes connection between pictures and 
        real things/people (uses realia) 

   (  Presenter makes connections to vocabulary and 
        words for concepts/feelings/ideas.

   (  Presenter encourages the children/adults to 

        respond through movement/music.

   (  Presenter has songs/rhymes that include words 
        that may not be familiar to children.

   (  Presenter models use of language, using 
        synonyms, adjectives.

   (  Presenter models ways to add new words to books 
        with few words on a page.

   (  Presenter makes connections to concepts and 
        vocabulary when reading.

   (  Presenter exposes children to new words, does not 
        replace unfamiliar words in books.

   (  *Presenter specifically explains word(s) or word 
        nuances that children may not be familiar with.

   (  Presenter adds unfamiliar words to conversations 
        before, during and after storytime


Background Knowledge

   (  Presenter models talking with children, leaving time for child to respond.

   (  Presenter relates activity/book to experiences/situations familiar to children.

   (  Presenter uses puppets/props/flannel board to have children participate in telling the story.

   (  Presenter talks about the events of the story/theme; encourages children’s comments.

   (  Presenter helps children link the events and characters to what they know/experiences.

   (  Presenter demonstrates/models dialogic reading or book picture walk.

   (  *Presenter allows children to participate in retelling of story; may use puppets, props, creative dramatics, and/or 

        flannel board.

   (  Presenter reads book without much interruption so children exposed to story structure.

   (  Presenter helps children link the events and characters to what they know about.

   (  *Presenter encourages children to make predictions before/during reading of story.

   (  Presenter uses books/activities that support concepts such as shapes, colors, opposites.

   (  Presenter uses at least one informational book but may not read the whole book (ages 2 and up).

   (  Presenter adds factual information to books and conversations.

   (  *Presenter notes the different purposes/formats of books.

   (  Presenter conveys the idea that reading is enjoyable.

   (  Presenter offers opportunity for booksharing between parent/caregiver and child.

   (  Presenter models/demonstrates/conveys ways that play supports conceptual thinking.

   (  Presenter models/demonstrates/conveys ways that play supports understanding story structure.

   (  Presenter offers suggestions for ways adults can support children’s play to develop early literacy.


Program Theme (if any): _____________________________________________________________________


Date:  ______________________  Time:__________________  Presenter: _____________________________ 


Targeted Age(s) _____________  Attendance (children):  __________	Attendance (adults): ______________
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