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Vocabulary


Knowing the names of things—of objects, concepts, 


feelings, and ideas





What You Do, What You Might See





You and Your Preschooler:





When I talk with my child, I use big words. If he doesn’t understand them I explain what they mean. 





I notice that my child knows more than I do about some topics. I listen as she tells me what she knows. 





When I read books with my child, I talk about some unfamiliar words. I don’t’ change the word to something easier. 





I talk with my child about feelings and ideas. 


I listen to what my child says and try to relate 


the words to things in her experience. 





I notice that my child repeats words I use. Sometimes they come out in funny ways. 





I say nursery rhymes with my child. Many of them have interesting words.  





I make sure my child hears many words. I talk with my child more than just telling him what to do or how to do something. I know he needs lots of extra words, words beyond the here and now.  





When I read books with my child, I talk about the pictures and the story, adding information or ideas that are not actually said in the book.





I read factual books with my child, noticing many interesting words related to the topic. 





I look for opportunities to talk about the meanings of words throughout the day, even at the store. 
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Word, Words, Words





Concepts


Opposites


hot/cold		rough/smooth	simple/complex


create/destroy	moist/dry	friend/enemy


Size


big, bigger, biggest	wide, wider, widest 	


tall, taller, tallest		thick, thicker, thickest


broad, huge, gigantic, humongous, enormous, mammoth, 


massive, infinite, boundless, vast, unlimited, gargantuan, 


colossal, tiny, miniscule, minute, microscopic, 


Textures


rough		smooth		slimy		silky	


bumpy		soft		squishy		crinkly


Spatial relationships


Above	across	after	against	around	before	behind


below	beneath	between     in	into	past	toward


under	underneath	with	within





Feelings


    annoyed	eager		grouchy	       nervous


    bashful	embarrassed	grumpy	       pampered


    bullied	envious		hopeful	       pleased


    confident	exhausted	impatient       puzzled


    confused	forgiving		inspired	       rambunctious


    content	frightened	intimidated    selfish


    curious	frustrated	jealous	       thoughtful


    disappointed	generous	lively	       timid


    disgusted	greedy		mischievous  worried





Ideas


    appropriate	faith		infinity	       responsibility


    confidence	fear		intelligence   self-esteem


    consequence	freedom		legal	       solidarity


    consideration	friendship	love   	       sympathy


    cooperation	gratitude 	motivation     talent


    courage	gravity		patience        tolerance


    empathy	honesty   	persevere      trust


    equal       	hope		privacy 	       understand


    fair      	impossible	respect 	       universe
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