Read Together Time

Introduction

The following scripts are designed to convey early literacy information in small segments. They can be used in a variety of ways, some of which are listed below. Use them in ways that best fit your community and your situation. 

Each script highlights one aspect of each of the six early literacy skills:

· Print Motivation

· Phonological Awareness

· Vocabulary

· Narrative Skills

· Print Awareness

· Letter Knowledge

For each skill there are four scripts. 

Each script is

· designed to be five minutes or less. 

· divided into three age levels: newborn to two years, two and three year olds, four and five year olds

· divided into three sections: 

· what to do to support the aspect of the skill discussed with a book

· what to do to support the aspect of the skill discussed if you do not have a book

· inviting the adult to share a book from display with young child

The scripts are designed to be used in a personal way, in very small groups when you can relate to each person or in one-on-one situations. Because the scripts are divided into age-levels, you can choose the script that best fits with the age of the child that is present. 

Organization:

For each script a chart shows the following:

· The early literacy skill and the aspect of the skill being highlighted

· Preparation needed: books to pull, reading through the script, materials

· Display: items to pull to display so that participants can share a book or books with their children

Possible Uses: 

Read Together Program

In library or other community gathering place

Weekly program for 1.5 to 2 hours. Each family may drop in for about 15 minutes. 

On-the-Spot STAR Read Together

Choose one script for the week.

Any time young children and their parent/caregiver come into the library, demonstrate the skill and activity 

Outreach

Work with community organizations such as health clinics, homeless shelters, home visiting programs, support groups through faith organizations, foster care and others. 

STAR Read Together Time

Print Awareness #1

	
	Newborn to Two
	Two/Three Year Olds
	Four/Five Year Olds

	Skill Summary:

	
	Print has meaning

Point to words in title

Words for animal sounds and pictures
	Print has meaning

Point to words in title
Point to words that are part of pictures 


	Print has meaning
Point to words in title, repeated words/phrases

	Preparation:

	Review script.

Examples are given in the script; use these or items of your own choice to demonstrate
	Doll or stuffed animal to demonstrate with baby
Any board book for infant/toddler

Board book that writes out animal sounds
	Book with writing in the illustrations such as Mouse Mess by Riley or My Car by Barton, If You Give a Mouse a Cookie by Numeroff
	Any book with repeated phrase such as Little Red Hen or Jump Frog Jump by Kalan

	Display Items: 

	
	Any board book for infant/toddler
	Book with writing in the illustrations such as those mentioned under Preparation and A Truck Goes Rattley-Bumpa by London, Apple Farmer Annie by Monica Wellington, Wow! City! by Robert Neubecker, Planting a Rainbow and Growing Vegetable Soup by Ehlert
	Any book with repeated phrase 


Script: 
	Newborn to Two Year Olds
	Babies and Toddlers: When children look at books most of their attention is on the pictures and what you are saying. They don’t really notice the print unless you direct their attention to it. While it will be a long time until they read, it is still important to expose them to some of the concepts of print awareness, in this case that print has meaning. For young children, they are first leaning that pictures represent real things. So, for example, when the book has a picture of a child wearing shoes, you could point to the picture of the shoes and then to the shoes your child is wearing saying, “Here is a picture of his shoes. They are brown and white. This is your shoe. It is black and has Velcro to keep it on your foot.” [Demonstrate using your own example from a picture in a board book you have chosen.]

Toddlers: As you read books with your toddler, you can also point to the words in the title as you read each book. [Demonstrate]

If you are reading a book that writes out the sounds animals make, point to the word as you make the sound. [Demonstrate.] 

Babies and Toddlers: These are some simple but important ways that will help your child become aware of the importance of print. Try it with any of the books I have here on display.

	
	No book handy? You can show your children that print has meaning by reading signs that are all around you—signs for gas stations, fast food, grocery stores, and traffic signs. Even if they can’t read the words, but know what the sign says from the logo or the shape, they are beginning to understand that print has meaning!

	
	Tell me about you and your child and books. Feel free to choose a book from the display to read with your child using what you’ve seen today. You may already do the things I’ve demonstrated, which is great. Let me know if you have any questions. 
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Print Awareness #1

Script continued

	Two/Three Year Olds
	When children look at books 95% of their attention goes to the pictures and 95% of their talk is about the pictures or ideas in the storybook. There is another aspect of reading that we want children to know about—that is print awareness. There are several aspects to print awareness. One of them is that print has meaning. We can convey this in several simple ways. 

One way is to simply point to words as you read the title of the book. Your child is then making the connection between what you are saying and the text, the words you are pointing to—print has meaning. [Demonstrate.]

In this book, [My Car or book of your choice with words in pictures] you can see that there are words right in the pictures that you can point to and read as well. [Demonstrate.]

Another way to draw attention to the print is to use words your child is interested in. If your child is interested in cars, he may ask you, “Where’s the word for car?” or you may say, “You like cars. Here is a picture of a car and here is the word car. This is what the word car looks like when it is written out.” [Demonstrate with book.]

	
	No book handy? You can show your children that print has meaning by reading signs and recognizing logos that are all around you—signs for gas stations, fast food, grocery stores, food cans and boxes, and traffic signs. Talk about what the parking signs say, the different signs for foods in the grocery store, lots of cans and boxes, the signs that tell you what’s in each aisle. So many words to notice everywhere you go.

	
	You can choose any of the books displayed here and take a little time to purposely point to some of the words as you read them. You don’t want the pointing to get in the way of the reading, though. It’s easy to use the words in the title to point out the words. If your child starts to lose interest, pointing out words in the pictures and talking about the pictures can keep her attention a bit longer. If your child is enjoying the story, you can talk about the words in the pictures after reading the book. These are some simple but important ways that will help your child become aware of the fact that print carries meaning. 

	Four/Five Year Olds
	When children look at books 95% of their attention goes to the pictures and 95% of their talk is about the pictures or ideas in the storybook. There is another aspect of reading that we want children to know about—that is print awareness. There are several aspects to print awareness. One of them is that print has meaning. We can convey this in several simple ways. 

One way is to simply point to each word as you read the title of the book. Your child is then making the connection between what you are saying and the text, the words you are pointing to—print has meaning.  [Demonstrate.]

In this book, [Little Red Hen or your choice of book with repeated phrase] there are also repeated phrases, “Not I, said the cat; Not I said the dog; Not I said the Mouse.” As your child is repeating these phrases with you, point to the words. [Demonstrate.]

After reading the book several times over several days, ask your child to point to the words and you say them. 

Sometimes your child may be interested in something, like a cake, and may ask you, “Where’s the word for cake?” or you may say, “You like cake. This is the picture of the cake and here is what the word cake looks like when it is written out.” [Demonstrate with a word from your book.]

	
	No book handy? You can show your children that print has meaning by reading signs and recognizing logos that are all around you—signs for gas stations, fast food, grocery stores, food cans and boxes, and traffic signs. Talk about what the parking signs say, the different signs for foods in the grocery store, lots of cans and boxes, the signs that tell you what’s in each aisle. So many words to notice everywhere you go.

	
	You can choose any of the books displayed here and take a little time to purposely point to some of the words as you read them. You don’t want the pointing to get in the way of the reading, though. It’s easy to do the title. It’s easy to use the words in the title to point out the words. You can point to the words in a repeated phrase. Encourage your child to do the pointing as well. With repetition, they can recognize words on sight. These are some simple but important ways that will help your child become aware of the fact that print carries meaning. 
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 STAR Read Together Time

Print Awareness #2

	
	Newborn to Two
	Two/Three Year Olds
	Four/Five Year Olds

	Skill Summary:

	
	Early writing

Infants: fine  motor skills, fingerplays to later write
Toddlers: encourage scribbling/ drawing
	Early writing

Encourage writing/scribbling/ drawing

Books that show writing
	Writing—name, words they are interested in

Books that show writing

	Preparation:

	Review script.

Examples are given in the script; use these or items of your own choice to demonstrate
	Doll or stuffed animal to demonstrate with baby
Babies: Book of rhymes or fingerplays, Five Little Ducks
Toddlers: board book with a story

Writing Development (pages 6-7) as handout or for presenter only 
For activity: Writing materials: paper, crayons, pencils
	A Splendid Friend, Indeed by  Bloom or Bunny Fun by Weeks or other book that shows writing

Writing Development (pages 6-7) as handout or for presenter only
For activity: Writing materials: paper, crayons, pencils
	Bunny Cakes by Wells or other book that shows writing

Writing Development (pages 6-7) as handout or for presenter only
For activity: Writing materials: paper, crayons, pencils

	Display Items: 

	
	Infants: Book of rhymes or fingerplays

Toddlers: board book with a story

Writing materials: paper, crayons, pencils
	Books that show drawing/writing such as those mentioned under Preparation
Writing materials: paper, crayons, pencils
	Books that show writing/drawing such as Bunny Cakes by Wells or If You Give a Mouse a Cookie by Numeroff
Writing materials: paper, crayons, pencils


Script:
	Newborn to Two Year Olds
	Babies: Understanding that print has meaning, print awareness, is one of the skills children need to make it easier for them to learn to read in school. One way that children learn that print has meaning is through writing—scribbling and drawing. 

Your baby is obviously too young to write, but doing actions to rhymes and fingerplays helps to get her ready for writing later. So, clapping her hands together for Pat- a-Cake, or holding up her hand or fingers as you do Five Little Ducks is the very beginning of this process. 

[Demonstrate with fingerplay of Five Little Ducks or your choice or rhyme/fingerplay from book you have chosen.] 

Toddlers:  Understanding that print has meaning is one of the skills children need to make it easier for them to learn to read in school. One way that children learn that print has meaning is through writing—scribbling and drawing. 

You can encourage writing and print awareness with any book is by asking your toddler to draw you a picture of what happened in a book you just read. Scribbling is a good first step! Ask your toddler to tell you what is happening in the picture as you point to what he has drawn. You may or may not be able to understand what he is saying. If you do understand, write down your child’s words as you say them. If you don’t understand, simply talk together about the picture pointing to different parts of the scribbled drawing. 

You can draw a picture and tell your child about what you drew.

You might like to see these examples of how children’s writing develops from scribbling. [Writing Development pages]

By doing these activities many times over many months your child is developing print awareness, one of the six early literacy skills researchers say is important for children to be ready to learn to read.

	
	No book handy? Well, for babies, you can do these fingerplays and action rhymes anywhere, anytime! All these little activities add up over time to help your child with coordination.

For your toddler, let them see you writing, a list, a letter, a note. Explain what you are doing—writing, for example, a note to remind you to do something. It says . . . 

Give your toddler opportunities to draw and scribble.

	
	This display has some books of rhymes, songs and fingerplays you can do with your baby. I have some materials for writing also. After you share a book with your child, both of you can take some time to draw and talk about your pictures.
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STAR Read Together Time
Script continued

	Two/Three Year Olds
	Understanding that print has meaning is one of the skills children need to make it easier for them to learn to read in school. One way that children learn that print has meaning is through writing—scribbling and drawing. You can develop print awareness through writing in several ways. When they see you write and you read what you have written they are seeing the connection between the written and the spoken word. They begin to understand that what is written down means something. 
Another way you can point this out is when you read a book where writing is taking place. You can take the opportunity to talk about it. For example, in this book A Splendid Friend, Indeed [read through this book or book of your choice where writing is part of the story] we see the bear writing and then the duck writing a note. Talk about what the writing means. Duck wrote a note, let’s see what it says.
Most books don’t include writing. So, another way you can encourage writing and print awareness with any book is by asking your child to draw a picture of what happened in a book you just read.  Then, write down your child’s words as you repeat them. Also, you can draw a picture and tell your child about what you drew. Write down your words. 
Your child may write you a note, even if it is scribbles. Be sure to ask your child what it says. 
By doing these activities many times over many months your child is developing print awareness, one of the six early literacy skills researchers say is important for children to be ready to learn to read. 
You might like to see these examples of how children’s writing develops from scribbling. [Writing Development pages]

At this age children may not be able to form letters. That’s ok. They may ask you what a letter looks like or they may ask you to write something. Encourage them to write something for you! Ask them what it says. 

	
	No book handy? Encourage your child to draw pictures, to write notes even if they are scribbles. 

Let them see you writing, a list, a letter, a note. Explain what you are doing—writing, for example, a note to remind you to do something. It says . . .

Some things to write are a birthday list, guest list to a party, letter to grandma, favorite recipe, order for dinner, grocery list

	
	This display has some books that show writing and some books that don’t. There are also some writing materials. Take a little time to share a book with your child. After you share a book with your child, both of you can take some time to draw and talk about your pictures.

	Four/Five Year Olds
	One way that children learn that print has meaning is through writing—scribbling and drawing. You can develop print awareness through writing in several ways. When they see you write and you read what you have written they are seeing the connection between the written and the spoken word. They understand that what is written down means something. Another way you can point this out is when you read a book where writing is taking place. You can take the opportunity to talk about it. For example, in this book Bunny Cakes [read through this book or book of your choice with writing] we see Max wrote what he needed on the list but the storekeeper couldn’t read it.  Talk about what the writing means. Max wanted to get red hot marshmallow squirters, so he wrote it down. 
Most books don’t include writing. So, another way you can encourage writing and print awareness with any book is by asking your child to draw you a picture of what happened in a book you just read.  Then, write down your child’s words as you say them. Also, you can draw a picture and tell your child about what you drew.

Your child may write you a note. If you can’t read it, be sure to ask your child what it says. 
By doing these activities many times over many months your child is developing print awareness, one of the six early literacy skills researchers say is important for children to be ready to learn to read. You might like to see these examples of how children’s writing develops from scribbling. [Writing Development pages]
At this age children may be able to form some but not all of the letters. They may put letters together that don’t really spell a word. That’s ok. They may ask you what a letter looks like or they may ask you to write something. Then you encourage them to write as well. 

	
	No book handy? Encourage your child to draw pictures, to write notes even if the writing is not clear or doesn’t’ make sense. Encourage your child to tell you a story and you write it down, saying the words as you write them.

Let them see you writing, a list, a letter, a note. Explain what you are doing—writing, for example, a note to remind you to do something. It says . . .

Write down your child’s name or a favorite word. Let your child write it too, even if it is not correctly written. 

Some things you can write down together are a grocery store list—one for you and a shorter one for your child, a birthday list, a guest list, favorite recipe, order for dinner

	
	This display has some books that show writing and some books that don’t. There are also some writing materials. Take a little time to share a book with your child. After you share a book with your child, both of you can take some time to draw and talk about your pictures.
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STAR Read Together Time
Print Awareness #3

	
	Newborn to Two
	Two/Three Year Olds
	Four/Five Year Olds

	Skill Summary:

	
	Understanding how books work

Babies: chew books, batting pages
Toddlers: turn pages
	Understanding how books work: turn pages; book orientation; handling book;

 text direction
	Handling books; orientation

Point to words to indicate text direction

Author/illustrator & roles

	Preparation:

	Review script.

Examples are given in the script; use these or items of your own choice to demonstrate
	Doll or stuffed animal to demonstrate with baby
Any board book

Sample of homemade book noted below under “No book handy?”
	Any book

Sample of homemade book as noted below under “No book handy?”
	Any book

Sample of homemade book as noted below under “No book handy?”

	Display Items: 

	
	Any board books

Materials to make a book (optional)
	Any books for this age level
Materials to make a book (optional)
	Any books for this age level
Materials to make a book (optional)


Script:
	Newborn to Two Year Olds
	Babies and Toddlers: When children feel comfortable handling books and when they know how books work, it makes it easier for them to learn to read. They will already know how to handle the book, so they can concentrate on sounding out words and understanding what they are reading. Even from this early age you can help them get comfortable with handling books. This is part of one of the early literacy skills called print awareness. [Demonstrate below.]

Babies:  When you give your baby a book, s/he is naturally going to put it in his/her mouth, chew on it, and bite it. Our natural reaction is to pull it out of his/her mouth and say “No, no, no, don’t bite on the book!” But we want the baby to explore books. They learn about new things by putting things in their mouths because their hands and fingers are not very coordinated yet. When you show your baby the book and turn the pages, they watch you and try batting at the book or hitting it. Again, your baby is exploring and learning about how books work. Some books you will not want to get destroyed, but have a book or two that you don’t mind your baby exploring even if it gets torn or broken. 

Toddlers: It is important to let your toddler handle books even though they may be a bit rough with them. Encourage them to treat books gently, but know that his coordination is not yet fully developed. If he easily tears the pages in regular books, using these board books or cloth or vinyl books might help. Encourage your toddler to turn the pages as you read to them. When she hands you a book, turn it to the front cover and say, Oh, let’s start at the beginning, with the front cover. If she hands you a book upside –down, say, Oh, let’s turn this book right-side-up so we can read it. As you finish the book, close it and say, The end, all finished. 

	
	No book handy? You can make a book. For your baby or toddler, it might be good to make it out of thin cardboard. Cut up cereal boxes or shoeboxes into squares. Young children like bright and colorful pictures. You can use markers, cut out colorful pictures and words from catalogs, or use photographs you may have. Glue or tape them to the stiff pages. Then staple or tape the pages together. Even four pages is a good start. Too many pictures? Make a couple of books! 

You can simply talk about the pictures or write a little something about the picture under it.

While playing with blocks or toys with your toddler, talk about positions like over and under, up/down, top/bottom, left/right. This will help them as they learn to handle books and follow the direction of print. 

	
	I have some books here on display if you would like to try some of these ideas as you read with your child. If you already are doing this, that’s great! Feel free to pick out some books to read here or check out.

[Optional] I also have some materials to make a book if you would like to do that with/for your child.




Print Awareness #3

Script continued:
	Two/Three Year Olds
	When children feel comfortable handling books and when they know how books work, it makes it easier for them to learn to read. They will already know how to handle the book so they can concentrate on sounding out words and understanding what they are reading. Helping them get comfortable with handling books supports one of the early literacy skills called print awareness. [Demonstrate below.]

Encourage your child to turn the pages as you read to them. If he hands you a book backwards, say, Let’s turn it around and start at the front of the book, at the beginning. If he hands you a book upside –down, say, Let’s turn this book right-side-up so we can read it. Let your child hold the book and read it to you. 
You can run your finger under the words in the title, pointing to each word as you say it. This helps your child see the direction that we read. In English we read from left to right and from top to bottom. If there is a repeated phrase throughout the book, run your finger under those words as well.
It is not necessary to point to every word as you read it, especially if it slows down your reading or feels like it “gets in the way.” However, if running your finger under the words helps you read more easily, then for sure, point to the words as you read them.
[Optional] If you read to your child in a language other than English, and books start at what we think of as the “back” of the book, or if your language goes from right to left (like Arabic) or top to bottom (like Chinese), you can say to your child, In [language] we start the front of the book here. In English, we start the book this way. Same way when you are pointing to the words on a page. In [language] we go from right to left, this way, but in English we read from left to right, this way.

	
	No book handy? You can make one with your child. Take a couple of pieces of paper and fold them in half. You can staple the pages together along the fold. You and your child can make one together or you can each make your own and share them with each other. You can draw pictures, cut out pictures from catalogs, or use photographs you may have. Write words to the pictures to tell about them or to tell a story. If you want, you can cut out words from the catalogs. Then read the books together!
While going for a walk or playing with blocks or toys with your child, talk about positions like over and under, up/down, top/bottom, left/right. This will help them as they learn to handle books and follow the direction of print. 

	
	I have some books here on display if you would like to try some of these ideas as you read with your child. If you already are doing this, that’s great! 

[Optional] I also have some materials to make a book if you would like to do that with your child.

	Four/Five Year Olds
	When children feel comfortable handling books and when they know how books work, it makes it easier for them to learn to read. They will already know how to handle the book. They can concentrate on sounding out words and on understanding what they are reading. Helping them get comfortable with books supports one of the early literacy skills called print awareness. 
You might start with a book upside down or backwards and see if your child notices, making you turn it the right way. If not, you can say, Can we read the book like this? How do we have to turn it? [Demonstrate]
As you read you can run your finger under the words as you read them. This helps your child understand the direction of print even if they cannot actually read the words. In English we start from top to bottom and from left to right. It is not necessary to point to every word as you read it, especially if it slows down your reading or feels like it “gets in the way.” However, if running your finger under the words helps you read more easily, then point to the words as you read them.
[Optional] If you read to your child in a language other than English, and books start at what we think of as the “back” of the book, or if your language goes from right to left (like Arabic) or top to bottom (like Chinese), you can say to your child, “In [language] we start the front of the book here. In English, we start the book this way. Same way when you are pointing to the words on a page. In [language] we go from right to left, this way, but in English we read from left to right, this way.
Another thing you can point out as you read the book is the name of the author and the illustrator. So, you would say the title and then written by _____ and illustrated by _____. Mention that written by is the author or the person who writes the book and that the illustrator is the artist who draws the pictures. 

	
	No book handy? You can make one with your child. Take a couple of pieces of paper and fold them in half. You can staple the pages together along the fold. You and your child can make one together or you can each make your own and share them with each other. You can draw pictures, cut out pictures from catalogs, or use photographs you may have. Write words to the pictures to tell about them or to tell a story. If you want, you can cut out words from the catalogs. Then read the books together!
Play games like Simon Says using words for position: Wave your hand above your head. Put your elbow below your knee. 

Play Hokey Pokey. 

	
	I have some books here on display if you would like to try some of these ideas as you read with your child. If you already are doing this, that’s great!   [Optional] I also have some materials to make a book if you would like to do that with your child.




STAR Read Together Time
Print Awareness #4

	
	Newborn to Two
	Two/Three Year Olds
	Four/Five Year Olds

	Skill Summary:

	
	Use cloth books or feely/textured books
	Books with different fonts and speech balloons as print signals help emphasize print awareness
	Books with different fonts, speech to match font, speech balloons as print signals help emphasize print awareness

	Preparation:

	Review script.

Examples are given in the script; use these or items of your own choice to demonstrate
	Doll or stuffed animal to demonstrate with baby
Pat the Cat or book with textures. 
Cloths or item to play peek-a-boo (See script)

	Speech balloons: Pigeon books by Willems, Mama Don’t Allow by Hurd, Spot books by Hill

Book that uses different fonts to express word meaning such as Pigeon books by Willems, Whoo! Whoo! Goes the Train by Rockwell, Jazz Baby by Wheeler, Shhhh by Henkes
	Speech balloons: Knuffle Bunny books and Pigeon books by Willems, Wemberly Worried by Henkes, Don’t Forget to Come Back by Harris, Super Duck by Alborough

Book that uses different fonts to express word meaning such as Gigantic Turnip by Tolstoy, Super Duck by Alborough, Dig, Wait, Listen by Sayre, I’m Mighty and I Stink by McMullan, Muncha! Muncha! Muncha! by Fleming

	Display Items: 

	
	
	Books with speech balloons and words that use different fonts to express meaning such as those mentioned under Preparation

Comic strip from newspaper (optional)
	Books with speech balloons and words that use different fonts to express meaning such as those mentioned under Preparation

Comic strip from newspaper (optional)


Script: 
	Newborn to Two Year Olds
	Babies and Toddlers: You might like to try a book like Pat the Cat or other book that has different textures in the pictures. Young children learn through their senses. Having different textures as well as bright colors helps them focus on the picture. Feeling the different textures helps them to focus on the book and its pictures. 
Another way to help your child focus on the pictures is to play Peek-a-boo Picture. Cover a page of a book with a cloth, towel or blanket. Say where’s the picture of the cow? Then lift up the cloth and say, There’s the picture of the cow. Helping your child focus on pictures is the beginning for them to relate pictures to real things. 

	
	No book handy? You can help your child relate pictures to real things by labeling where his toys go. For example, cut or draw a picture of a car and tape it to the crate or shelf where your child keeps cars. You can do the same for dolls, books, blocks, and so forth. He can match the pictures to the real items. Later he’ll be matching the words to the real items. 

	
	There are some books here you might like to try with your baby/toddler. I have some cloths to play the peek-a-boo game, if you like. 




Print Awareness #4

Script continued:

	Two/Three Year Olds
	Some books you read with your child are designed in such a way that really helps them notice the print. Take a little time to talk about the print signals. You need not interrupt the story. You can come back to a page after you have read the book. 

For example, in this book Mama Don’t Allow [or book of your choice with speech balloons] the words that are spoken are in speech balloons. As you read a page that has speech balloons, take time to point to the character who is speaking and to the words he is saying. [Demonstrate with a page of your choice.] This helps your child make the connection between the written word and what is being said. 

Another way to point out print signals is to look for the way words look on a page. Some books, but not all, emphasize the meaning of what is being said by the font or the positions of the words. For example, in Shhhh by Kevin Henkes [read some of this book or one of your choice that uses print to convey meaning] all is quiet and then look at the page when the child wakes everyone up! The way the words are written make us read them more loudly. 
Pointing out these print signals is part of developing print awareness, one of the six early literacy skills that helps children be ready to learn to read. 

	
	No book handy? You can use things around the house to help children make the connection between pictures, words and real things.

For example, if you have a shelf where your child keeps toys or a drawer for clothes, label them. For example, you can put a picture of shirts, pajamas, underwear on the shelf or drawer where those items go. Write the words as well. You can put pictures of blocks, dolls, or books where those items go. It not only helps them with clean up, it also helps them make the connection between pictures and real things. You’re developing your child’s print awareness. 

If you like to read the comics, share those speech balloons and what is being said with your child.

	
	Feel free to choose a book from this display. Point out the print to your child as you read together.   

	Four/Five Year Olds
	Some books you read with your child are designed in such a way that really helps them notice the print. Take a little time to talk about the print signals. You need not interrupt the story. You can come back to a page after you have read the book. 

For example, in this book Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus! [or book of your choice with speech balloons] the words that are spoken are in speech balloons. As you read a page that has speech balloons, take time to point to the character who is speaking and to the words he is saying. [Demonstrate with a page of your choice.] This helps your child make the connection between the written word and what is being said. After your child knows the book from reading it several times, you can point to the words as you say, “What does Pigeon say?”  or if that is too hard, you can say, “Where are the words that show what Pigeon says?”

Another way to point out print signals is to look for the way words look on a page. Some books, but not all, emphasize the meaning of what is being said by the font or the positions of the words. For example, in Gigantic Turnip by Tolstoy [read some of this book or one of your choice that uses print to convey meaning] the words overgrown, gigantic, and pop are written in type that helps to explain their meaning. 

Pointing out these print signals is part of developing print awareness, one of the six early literacy skills that helps children be ready to learn to read. 

	
	No book handy? You can use things around the house to help children make the connection between words and real things.

Label shelves where your child keeps toys or drawers for clothes. For example, you can write the words for shirts, pajamas, underwear on the shelf or drawer where those items go. Write the words for items your child puts away such as blocks, dolls, or books where those items go. It not only helps them with clean up, it also helps them make the connection between pictures and real things. 

You can give more than one label to something. For example, a doll may have a label of baby and girl. A sofa could also have a label of couch, rug and carpet. 

Labeling helps to develop your child’s print awareness. 

If you like to read the comics, share those speech balloons and what is being said with your child.

	
	Feel free to choose a book from this display. Point out the print to your child as you read together.



Mock letters: letter-like shapes that look like conventional letters.





Mock handwriting or wavy scribble


Imitate adult writing; may pretend to write a grocery list. 





Personal cursive, attempting to look more like standard writing 





Personal writing, from a Chinese-speaking child. Chinese letters are read from top to bottom in columns





Conventional letters: mock letters become more and more conventional, like real letters. 





Symbols that represent words:


“Don’t take robot.”





Approximated (phonetic) spelling: some sound-letter relationships. 





Standard spelling: some preschoolers can remember how to spell simple words. 





Children can go back to earlier forms of writing when their want to say more than they are able to.  





� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.wiu.edu/thecenter/finalreports/Graphics/stage1.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���





Scribbling, emergent writing 


Child may say, “This says Tommy.”�”





Invented spelling: letters look like words. Child may ask, “What did I write?” or “What does it say?”





1





2





3





8





7





6





5





4





9





10





� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.sasked.gov.sk.ca/docs/kindergarten/images/jason.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���





From More Than Letters by Sally Moomaw and Brenda Hieronymous and


Interactive Technology Literacy Curriculum: Emergent Writing � HYPERLINK "http://www.wiu.edu/itlc/ws/ws1/docs/Stages_of_%20ChildWrit.pdf" ��www.wiu.edu/itlc/ws/ws1/docs/Stages_of_%20ChildWrit.pdf� 





Read Together Time: Print Awareness  # 1





Read Together Time: Print Awareness  # 1





�





Read Together Time: Print Awareness # 2





Read Together Time: Print Awareness # 2





Read Together Time: Print Awareness # 2





Read Together Time: Print Awareness # 3





Read Together Time: Print Awareness # 3





Read Together Time: Print Awareness # 4





Read Together Time: Print Awareness # 4





Read Together Time: Print Awareness # 3











1/10

Prepared by Saroj Ghoting  (www.earlylit.net) based on Every Child Ready to Read @ your library®  American Library Association

p. 5

