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For any picture book, simply read story for younger children. For older children, talk about the artwork, the relationships between the characters, and similar relationships in their own life, etc.

Little White Duck board book: This book works well when given to an adult. Play Burl Ives recording and everyone sings along.

Signing Time: DVDs with music CDs. Great sign language songs. There is also Baby Signing Time.

Seals on the Bus

Animal sounds


Repetition


Humor for older children

Provide lists of songs and CDs used in storytimes so parents can check them out. Personally, I think it’s hard to find music that is great for kids but won’t drive adults crazy!

Book: Mr. Brown Can Moo, Can You?
Activity: I like bananas, coconuts and grapes (song)

Bear Wants More by Karma Wilson

· Incorporate sign language signs for “more” and “eat”

· Repetitive phrase “and Bear wants more”

· Start by reading it

· Encourage children to say along with you

· Encourage children to say it without saying it yourself

· Rhyming text 

· Encourage children to predict rhyming words by leaving word out

Activity: Using musical instruments (shakers, bells, etc)

· Parents help babies

· Toddlers use independently

· Preschoolers use independently with more complexity

Teddy Bear Picnic outside

· Sing songs about teddy bears

· Reading bear books

· I’m Going on a Bear Hunt fingerplay

· Snacks on picnic cloth

· Dancing

Alternating Story (reading) with action/fingerplays. I like this order:


Song


Fingerplay


Story


Action song


Fingerplay


Story


Repeat

One of our activities at baby storytime is filling large water tubs and letting the kids play with water toys in the uncarpeted children’s area. In the winter we fill tubs with oats.

We make heavy use of puppets in multi-age storytime. The story attracts the older children and the babies like the visuals.

Pete the Cat by Litwin

Participation—repeat key phrase and sing along

Shark in the Park: repetitive phrase and small physical action/creative drama (using hands to create a telescope to go with the repetitive phrase

Oh! A Hunting We Will Go by John Langstaff:  rhyming, repetition, singing

Duck on a Bike by David Shannon

Participation—as duck rides along on his bike he greets each animal by saying “Hello, Cow (___)”. Have children wave as duck says hello.

After duck says “hello,” each animal greets duck with an animal sound. Ask children how that animal says “hello”.

Clap on legs instead of hands for babies and early toddlers. They often are not coordinated enough to do it with their hands.

I got almost free, safety capped medicine bottles and put a couple of pinto beans in each. They are great noise/rhyme makers and can be washed between uses.

I use pellon for flannelboards. Great for tracing and sticking.

Playing with blocks


Babies eat them, bang them


Toddlers build by themselves


Preschoolers build together, can be encourages to build with toddlers

Grand Old Duke of York


Babies: Hold babies and lift up when you go up the hill


Toddlers: raise hands in the air


Preschoolers: standing

Book: Grumpy Bird

Activity: action rhyme “Form the Orange”

1. Form the orange

Form, form the orange (slowly bring hands together in shape of a circle)

Peel the orange

Peel, peel the orange (slowly pull hands apart)

Squeeze the orange

Squeeze, squeeze the orange (give yourself a hug)

2. Form the potato

Form, form the potato (bring arms and hands together in shape of potato)
Peel . . . .

Mash . . . (make mashing movements with hands)

3. Form the banana

Form, form the banana (arms and hands come together high over your head)

Peel . . . 

Go bananas (dance party!)

Leap Back Home (newer title with frog characters)

Sway with babies

Bounce toddlers


Preschoolers can hop or sit and raise streamers on the word “leap”

www.librarieslearnlead.blogspot.com
Hickory Dickory Dock


Clock struck one, mouse ran down


Clock struck two, the mouse said “boo!”


Clock struck three, the mouse said “whee!”


Clock struck four, the mouse said “no more!”
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