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Dear Parent; 

Today your child had story time with library staff from your public library.  She talked with us 

about one of the skills that children need to have to help them become good readers.  The skill is called 

narrative skills, or the ability to describe things and events and to tell stories. The ability to predict and 

to remember what happened are both things a child needs to help him or her on the road to becoming a 

good reader. 

Here at school, we read a story to the children. Then we ask the children to help retell the story. 

We also encourage them to tell stories here at school. We would like to invite you to join us in this 

effort by doing some of the following things at home with your child:  

• Read storybooks from the library or use the books you have at home. After you read a story, 

have your child tell you what happened. To help her get started, you can ask: 

 What happened first, or at the beginning? 

 How did the story end, or what happened at the end of the book? 

 What do you remember about the story? 

 Relate the story to something in your child’s experience. What did you do when . . . 

• Make a list of what you are going to do during the day. At the end of the day, you can go back 

through it and talk about what you did. 

• Have your child draw pictures. Let your child tell you about the picture. 

• Have your child draw more pictures of something s/he does. For example, she could draw 

pictures of what she does to get ready to go to bed. 

 

We have many fun projects to work on with the children.  One of our goals for the year is to 

make sure that all of our children are ready to go to school knowing what they need to know to become 

good readers.  We are grateful for your support and for your willingness to work with us on this 

important task. Please call us if you have any questions. 

 

Sincerely, 

 


