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Foundations of Early Literacy 
Instructor: Saroj Ghoting 

Class Syllabus May 2019 
 

Course Start and End Dates: May 5 – June 1, 2019   
 

 

The main goal 
The main goal of the course is to help prepare and encourage library staff, regardless of position, to have both the 
knowledge and the skills to support early literacy development and services for children, families, caregivers, and 
their community. While some of you will instinctively relate the early literacy information to what you do in storytime, it 
is important to take this opportunity to explore how we can support early literacy in a variety of ways: on the floor, 
while responding to questions, while speaking informally with children, parents and caregivers, while participating in 
community meetings, developing library website content, through social media, and more! (Application to storytimes 
is addressed in the Early Literacy-Enhanced Storytimes course.) With such a wealth of perspectives, I am making the 
activities as broad as possible to ensure that everyone will be thinking about how to support families with young 
children from whatever your position may be.  
 

Please Note: One of the benefits of Library Juice Academy is that you have access to the course indefinitely!  
 

Topics by Week: 
Getting started and Week 1 

 Early Childhood Development/Brain Development 

 Early Literacy and The Five Practices 

 The Formal Process of Reading 
Week 2 

 Talking/Oral Language and Interactivity 

 Dialogic Reading 

 Dialogic Talking and Play 
Week 3 

 The Early Literacy Components 

 Components at Different Age Levels 

 Constrained and Unconstrained Skills 

 Staff Role in Early Literacy Environments 
Week 4 

 Relating early literacy components and practices 

 Library environments and early literacy 

 Sharing early literacy information with adults 

 
 
Methods of Instruction: 

Please use Firefox or Chrome web browsers, not Internet Explorer.  
 

Each new week becomes available on Sunday. You continue to have access to previous weeks’ material 
and information. Each Sunday I will send out a message with a summary of the previous week and an 
introduction to the new week’s material. 
 

There is a General Forum at the top of the course. This is provides a place for you to offer thoughts or ask questions 
of me and the other class participants on topics not covered. The General Forum is optional. 
 

Activities for the course include viewing presentations, assigned readings, completing worksheets related to 
activities, and participating in discussion forums. Through the forums, participants are able to reinforce learning and 
understanding through sharing experiences, thoughts, and ideas with each other. Please keep in mind that we are all 
learning and being supportive of each other. If there is an area of disagreement, please communicate in a respectful 
manner.  
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The time commitment involved for each week's class will vary as each person is different. An estimate would be 
about 4 hours of work a week. 
 

It will be easier to understand each week's content if you follow the activities in the order listed.  
All activities are required to receive a certificate unless the activity specifically says Optional.  
 

As a heads up, in Week 2, I will ask you to share a book with an individual child 2 1/2 to 5 years of age. This can be a 
child you know personally or a child you ask to share a book with in the library (not as part of a storytime).  

 
Due Dates: 
Forums: You are asked to submit your own posting/response in the forum, and then to respond to at least two other 

people’s postings. Please submit your initial post by Thursday at midnight, and then your responses to others by 

Saturday at midnight. You may go by your time or eastern time US, whichever is later. Please note that some 

forums require you to do an activity prior to the forum submission. You are expected to complete those activities in 

time to respond to the forum by Thursday at midnight.  

Keep looking back at the forums offered each week so that you can respond to other people's postings. That is how 

we get a good exchange of ideas. If you see some participants with no replies, please choose to respond to them.  

Please post your own forum submissions by Thursday at midnight and your responses to others' posts by 

midnight on Saturday.  Please note that in order to respond to forums by Thursday, you will need to complete some 

readings, watch presentations, and/or do activities.  

The deadline for all items is by the end of the week, each Saturday at midnight. Be aware that some assignments 
will need to be completed before Saturday in order to post to the forum by Thursday. 

 
All assignments for the whole course must be submitted by midnight on the Saturday of the last week of class,  
June 1, 2019.  
For those of you enrolling in Early Literacy-Enhanced Storytimes, you must have completed this class successfully in 
order to continue on in the class starting June 2.  You may sign up ahead of time in anticipation of completing the 
course. If you do not complete the Foundations course, your registration fee will be refunded.  

 
As you take the training, remember: 

 We all come from a variety of knowledge and experience backgrounds, both professional and personal. 
These all serve to enrich our collective experience.  

 Participate, of course! Use the forums. 

 Don’t be shy—join in! We learn from each other. 

 Ask questions; no question is a “stupid” question. 

 We all support and learn from each other. 

 Complete assignments on time for a richer discussion among participants. 

 If you are having trouble understanding or doing an assignment, let me know as soon as possible.   
 

 
To Track Your Progress:  
In order to keep track of “where you are” in the class, there is a small box to the right of each activity. As you 
complete that activity, you may check the box. I, the instructor, do not do anything with this box. You have control 
over it. 
 

For example, you may have completed looking at a presentation, or you may have completed an assignment and 
consider it complete. There may be a bit of lag time until I actually get to see your assignment and comment back to 
you. I am hoping this will help you in saving time—that it will help you figure out where you left off. 
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Grading: 

I assign points to ascertain if the item was completed satisfactorily or not.  
Where to find your grades:  
In the left menu you will see an entry for GRADES. When you click on that, you will be able to see the 
number of points assigned to the activity and the points you have received. 
 

Forums:  Each forum has 3 total points: 1 point for your own submission and 1 point each for the 2 required 
responses. You are more than welcome to make more than 2 responses! I do read all forums but I do not 
necessarily comment on each entry. 
 

Assignments: An assignment that you submit to me is worth 1 point. They are not “graded.” I change the 
points from 0 to 1 when it is satisfactorily completed. This occurs once I have read your submission and 
can see you have understood the material.  
On every assignment, I give feedback, letting you know if it was well done, or if I need further response 
from you to determine if you have understood the material.  
 

To view my feedback on your assignments:  
You will receive an email that I have responded to your assignment. In order to see what I have said, you 
will need to click on GRADES in the left-hand menu. Then you will see each graded item and the last 
column, labeled Feedback, shows my comments on your assignments.    
 

Satisfactory completion of all non-optional activities is required to complete the course and receive a 
Certificate of Completion. 
The Certificate of Completion is given to you by Library Juice Academy approximately 4 to 6 weeks 
following the end of the course, based on the list of those who completed the course satisfactorily which I 
provide. If you need it sooner, please contact Rory Litwin at Library Juice Academy. 
rory@libraryjuiceacademy.com  
 
Anytime:  

If there is anything you do not understand, please feel free to use the General Forum or to contact me by 
Moodle message or at sghoting@gmail.com  
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