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The five practices (singing, talking, reading, writing and playing) are the daily activities that parents/caregivers can use to help their children enter school ready to learn to read. It is important to note that it is HOW the adults do these practices, especially talking, reading and playing, that makes a difference in a child’s early literacy development. The video clips are especially good at making these points for parents.

In the Every Child Ready to Read 2nd edition Manual (American Library Association, 2011) there are worksheets in Section 2 that look at the Critical Dimensions of Language and Literacy. The Manual explains decoding and comprehension—this is referring to the reading PROCESS, not early literacy. The Manual addresses oral language and vocabulary, phonological awareness, letter knowledge, background knowledge, and conventions of print. Oral language is the foundation for the early literacy components which can be noted as vocabulary, phonological awareness, letter knowledge, background knowledge (prior knowledge), and conventions of print. Background knowledge includes content knowledge, conceptual thinking, and book/story knowledge. The worksheets in Section 2 of the Manual offer a summary of the research for each component. You may find you will need to add information especially to show the progression of each of these components over the ages from newborn to age five. 

For example: Letter Knowledge

Letter knowledge begins with playing with and recognizing shapes, observing and noticing items that are alike and different, matching games, then on to playing with letters, singing the alphabet song, recognizing the letters in the child’s name, recognizing letters, scribbling, drawing, drawing letter-like figures, drawing letters, forming letters, relating sounds to letters. 

The body of knowledge that is known as early literacy can be organized or viewed in different structures whether we start from the six early literacy skills, the critical dimensions of language and literacy, or the five practices. It is critical that library staff have a strong early literacy knowledge base no matter what configuration(s) are used. 

	ECRR1 Early Literacy Skills
	ECRR2 Critical Dimensions of Language and Literacy*
	Comments

	Narrative Skills: child’s ability to describe things and events, to tell and retell stories
	Oral language: foundation of all language and literacy

Listening skills, speaking skills, communication skills
	Oral language (verbal language) is the basis for all later language—early literacy and literacy. 

	Phonological Awareness: ability to hear and play with the smaller sounds in words
	Phonological Awareness: ability to hear and play with the smaller sounds in words
	Same

	Vocabulary: knowing the names of things
	Vocabulary: knowing the names of things and the meanings of words
	Vocabulary in ECRR2 is grouped with oral language.

	Print Awareness: knowing that print has meaning, how to handle a book, direction of text, environmental print
	Conventions of Print: knowing that print has meaning, how to handle a book, direction of text, role of author/title, environmental print
	Same

	Letter Knowledge: knowing the same letter can look different, that letters have names and represent sounds
	Letter Knowledge: knowing the same letter can look different, that letters have names and represent sounds
	Same

	Print Motivation: a child’s interest in and enjoyment of books and reading
	Background Knowledge: prior knowledge; falls into 4 areas—general knowledge, content knowledge, conceptual thinking, and book/story knowledge
	Narrative skills and print motivation come under background knowledge. Information on oral language can be addressed under narrative skills if ECRR1 skills are kept.


*  In ECRR2 I refer to the five aspects of early literacy (phonological awareness, vocabulary, conventions of print, letter knowledge, and background knowledge) as early literacy components. That is because background knowledge is not a skill. It is the result of a number of skills. 
The terms for early literacy skills or components (phonological awareness, etc.) are not used in the ECRR2 parent workshops. However, it is important that library staff not only know the terms, but understand their meaning, the progression of development, and activities that support each early literacy component/skill. Then, staff are best equipped to share early literacy information with workshop participants, as well as to respond to questions. While the five practice approach certainly allows for a wider age-range in each workshop, it is still important to understand stages of development for each of the practices as well. You may find you need to add information for adults with children under two years of age.
For example: Talking
Children communicate first through gesture and facial expression, then through cries, then babble, then with single words or short phrases that may not be understandable, then with more understandable words, then short sentences, then longer sentences. Children can repeat what you say before they can respond to what you say. Encourage children to recount events and stories in sequence only after they are comfortable talking. 
Ways to encourage talking at each stage also differ. For example, asking questions of very young children does not encourage language as it does for the preschooler. For children who are just beginning to talk, narrating what is happening, talking in “parentese” until 9 months, saying the names of things, leaving time for the child to repeat what you say, and imitating the sounds that the child is making are all ways to encourage the child’s talking.

Many library systems are starting “fresh” with ECRR2. In the introduction to ECRR2, references are repeatedly made to ECRR1 which helps those who already are familiar with ECRR1. However, when training people who are not familiar with ECRR1, I find it best to explain what ECRR is: it is a parent education initiative;  provides customizable powerpoint presentations and talking points on early literacy for parents and others who work with children as well as parent-child workshops on early literacy; it affirms that reading is an essential life skill, that learning to read begins at birth, that parents are their children’s first and most important teachers, and that lifelong learning is a primary role of public libraries. However, for those starting out with ECRR2 it is not necessary to talk about the transition from the six skills to the five practices. Those who are starting out with ECRR2 are better served to start out with solid information on oral language and the early literacy components, on the five practices, and then relating the two. Demonstrating the parent workshop, as noted in the Library Staff workshop serves the dual purpose of familiarizing participants with early literacy information and showing what parents are hearing. 

The added content of informational text especially focusing on science and math concepts is a strength of ECRR2. While science and math are not necessarily our area of expertise, these concepts and the use of informational books help to build children’s vocabulary and background knowledge while building on their natural curiosity about the world. 

I am eager to hear your comments: sghoting@surfbest.net 
