Sing Talk And Read STAR: A Breakfast Club for You and Your Tot

Sing Talk And Read STAR: Learning Parties for You and Your Tot
Introduction

What are these programs?
The Breakfast Club/Learning Parties for You and Your Tot are designed to convey early literacy information parents/caregivers. Because many parents/caregivers are able to come only if their children come with them, the programs are designed to accommodate their children as well. 

Each program has certain elements including:

· Each of the six programs highlights one of the early literacy skills

· Sharing of early literacy information

· Sharing of research on the early literacy skill and/or child development

· Presenter shares book highlighting the skill 

· Nursery rhymes and songs, some with early literacy information modeled and explained

· Opportunity for adults to share experiences around language development and sharing books with young children 

· Flannel board presented

· Flannel board pieces for each participant to do continue at home

· Board book giveaway each week

How are they different from storytimes?

Traditional storytimes include the modeling of early literacy skills but no articulation or explanation of them. An early literacy enhanced storytime includes 3 asides or tips during the course of the storytime which points out an early literacy skill. The storytime is child-centered. 

The Breakfast Club/Learning Parties are adult-centered. The activities directed at the children are included to keep their attention. They also serve to demonstrate the skill being highlighted. Much more information is offered on the skills.

These programs incorporate time for parent-child book sharing during the course of the program and more discussion around sharing books with children.
Do I have to follow the script exactly?

No, you do not have to follow the script exactly. That said, the elements that make this program distinct from a storytime need to be included. If you decide not to do so, then your program should be publicized as a storytime. 

This means, that the skill information, the research, the demonstration of ways to share a book and the opportunity for the adults to share/read books with their children and to ask questions about techniques to use must be included. You convey the information in your own words and you may change the order of the elements. 
This is the first round of these programs. Please give your comments on what went well and what could be improved to Micki Freeny.
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Buzzin’ with Books
Print Motivation
Preparation

What You Need

Sign in list and pens 

Giveaways noted below

Toys/items for children to play with as they come in

Tables/chairs/rug for room set-up

Nametags/markers

Flipchart stand
CD player
Crayon poster
Our Child’s Star flipchart of words
Look at Me!  
Hickory Dickory Dock flipchart
One, Two Buckle My Shoe flipchart if provided

Mother Goose Rocks   v.3 CD

Baby doll or stuffed animal to demonstrate with
Flannel Board

Flannel Board pieces of Hickory Dickory Dock
Copy for you of What I Do/What I Might See—Letter Knowledge from Week 5
Display a variety of books of interest to babies and toddlers including board books, non-fiction books, books with repeated phrase, rhyme and rhythm
Display some books on parenting and books on activities to do with babies and toddlers
Additional book(s)/song(s) of your choice, if needed
Optional for bookmaking activity:


4 ziplock bags per person


Stapler and staples


Duct tape


Magazines and/or catalogs with bright pictures


Posterboard cut to fit inside the baggies

Giveaways/Handouts:

What I Do/What I Might See—Print Motivation
Book: Look at Me!  in board book format
Velcro sticky dots for flannel board pieces

Flannel Board handout of Hickory Dickory Dock
Star photo frame
For those in attendance this week who did not attend previously
Flannel board pocket folder
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Week 6Plan
Buzzin’ with Books
Print Motivation 
	SEGMENT EXPLANATION
	WHAT YOU SAY

	Threads of Learning (Session Summary)
What is the skill and why is it important?

Print Motivation is a child’s interest and enjoyment of books and reading.  

Children who have print motivation are more likely to stick with learning to read even if it is difficult. 

What are some activities that help support this skill for the youngest children? 

· Choose time and place--daily

· Baby quietly alert

· Keep books handy—diaper bag; bathtub, where you keep toys

· Encouraging children to explore books

· Choosing books on topics of interest to your child

· Letting your child choose books

· Allowing children to participate as you share books together

· Tell your child when you are sharing a book you enjoy

· Choosing books that allow for participation

· Making a special reading time

· When your child shows interest in reading, asking you to read a book, make time to read together, even if briefly

· Don’t turn book reading into a power struggle; keep it enjoyable. 

· Let your child see YOU reading.

· Talk with your child about what you are reading


	


	SEGMENT EXPLANATION
	WHAT YOU SAY

	Gathering

· Put out some toys so parents and children can play as they gather.

· Families will sit on the floor but have some chairs available for those who need them

· Go around introducing yourself

· Offer nametags for adults and children
	Introduce yourself as people gather

	Opening Song of your choice or

Your Child’s Star, to tune of Twinkle Twinkle Little Star

Use Your Child’s Star flipchart 
AND/OR you can do the STAR clap: 

Sing (clap) Talk (clap) And Read (2 quick claps)
	
YOU are your child’s first teacher. They learn from you, from watching you, by imitating you.

	Introduction

[Depending on size of the group]

Welcome

Let’s all introduce ourselves and our children. 

Review STAR Program 

Use crayon poster of six skills to refer to as you mention that there are six skills.


	Welcome everyone! My name is ____. I am the [position] here at [____ Library]. I am so happy to see you here today.

By now we mostly know each other, but let’s go around and introduce ourselves to each other. Please introduce your children as well. 

Today is the last of our six STAR Times. STAR stands for Sing Talk And Read. At each of the STAR Times, I’ve been talking about one of the six early literacy skills. We talk about the research on how children develop and how it relates to later being able to read. You are already doing lots of things that support early literacy. And what is early literacy? [Allow time for them to respond. If they don’t you can say] Early literacy is what children know about reading and writing before they can actually read or write. It’s not about teaching children to read younger and younger. It’s about making sure they have a strong foundation in order to make learning to read easier once they get to school. We can start now! 

Sing [clap] Talk [clap] And Read [clap, clap]  [Repeat two more times, encouraging them to join in.]
In each session there are books, songs and rhymes as well as something to take home related to the skill we’re talking about. The six skills are on this poster and today we are focusing on print motivation. I’ll talk about that more in a minute. 

	Week 5 Recap 

Use What You Do/What You Might See Handout—Letter Knowledge from Week 5
	Those of you who were here last week, we talked about letter knowledge, knowing that the same letter can look different, that letters have names and are related to sounds. Who would like to share some of the things you did last week that supported letter knowledge?  [Encourage discussion/idea sharing]


	SEGMENT EXPLANATION
	WHAT YOU SAY

	Skill Information 

Introduce skill
Point to crayon poster
	Sing [clap] Talk [clap] And Read [clap, clap]   [Repeat two more times, encouraging them to join in.]

Print Motivation is one of the six early literacy skills, a child’s interest in and enjoyment of books and reading. It may seem more like an attitude than a skill, but the researchers include it in the list of skills because it is so important. In fact research shows that children who have enjoyable experiences around books and reading before they learn to read are likely to stick with learning to read even when it is difficult. In fact over half our children, 60% find learning to read difficult when they are taught to read in school. By giving them positive experiences around books, you are supporting print motivation, the desire to read as well. Learning to read takes practice. When children want to do it, they are practicing without even realizing it. 

In research done with parents reading to children 12 – 24 months old, they found that when the interaction around the book is negative, the child associates that negativity with the book. So we want the interactions around the book to be positive ones, not ones that turn into a power struggle. 

Even if your baby or toddler will not look at a book for long, it is still important to share books with your child every day, even if it is only briefly. By making it an enjoyable experience, your child will gradually sit for longer times around a book.

To make the interaction enjoyable, choose a time and place that lend themselves to having a good time. Turn off the TV, sit down together. Some children like to snuggle; others do not—whatever works for you and your child. For babies, choose a time when your child is quietly alert, not overactive or too tired. 

	Share a Book

Introduce and read the book  (
Demonstrate the book using it as a mask. 
Have everyone join in with the sounds of the animals and the repeated phrase. 

If you think children will be afraid of the lion as the first animal, start with a different one, and come back to the lion. 

Demonstrate with one or two pages doing peek-a-boo with the book with a baby by using your doll/stuffed animal. 
	One thing that helps is to have your child participate in reading the book. This can be done in several ways. For example, having your child turn the pages. Letting your child choose the book to be read or to choose what picture to talk about or what page to read. Asking your child what they see on a page. Having your child chime in with the sounds of animals or a repeated phrase. Some books like flap books lend themselves easily to participation. Other books, you may have to think of ways to have your child participate. 
Our book today is called Look at Me! This book lends itself to playful interaction because it has a repeated phrase, “Look at me” and it’s a peek-a-boo book. 
 


	SEGMENT EXPLANATION
	WHAT YOU SAY

	Flannel Board Rhyme: Hickory Dickory Dock

Use flipchart of rhyme.

Today we’ll do this rhyme on the flannel board.
Put up pieces as appropriate. 
	Now let’s do a rhyme together, Hickory Dickory Dock. This week we are adding on a sixth verse. Demonstrate for a baby using a doll. Then demonstrate for the toddler.

Hickory Dickory Dock

Hickory dickory dock

The mouse ran up the clock

The clock struck one

The mouse ran down

Hickory dickory dock.

Hickory dickory dock

The mouse ran up the clock

The clock struck two

And down he flew

Hickory dickory dock. 


Hickory dickory dock

The mouse ran up the clock

The clock struck three

The mouse did flee.

Hickory dickory dock.


Hickory dickory dock

The mouse ran up the clock

The clock struck four

He tapped the floor

Hickory dickory dock.


Hickory dickory dock

The mouse ran up the clock

The clock struck five

He took a dive

Hickory dickory dock

Hickory dickory dock

The mouse ran up the clock

The clock struck six
He danced some kicks
Hickory dickory dock.

We’ve done Hickory Dickory Dock for all six weeks! You can see how you can adapt rhymes, and how repeating rhymes helps your child learn them and feel more comfortable with them. 

	SEGMENT EXPLANATION
	WHAT YOU SAY

	Song

One, Two Buckle My Shoe  on Mother Goose Rocks v. 3 
Use flipchart 

Demonstrate actions for baby, using fingers for numbers and rocking baby

Use directions shown for toddlers. 
	Let’s sing a song, One Two Buckle My Shoe

One, two buckle my shoe
Three, four shut the door

Five, six pick up sticks

Seven, eight lay them straight

Nine, ten, begin again. 



	STAR Read Together Time

Refer to display of books as noted in Preparation on page 1
	I have a display of books here that you and your child may enjoy. One way to support print motivation is to let your child choose a book that looks interesting. When there are too many books, you may pull out two or three and have your child choose from those. 
So, come on over with your child and choose a book to share for STAR Reading Time. Obviously, if you have a baby, you’ll be choosing. You and your toddler, take time to choose one together. Then sit down, make yourselves comfortable, and share your books with your children. 

	STAR Swap Time

Allow time for questions. 

Discussion question:

Encourage discussion among the participants
	OK, do any of you have any questions about print motivation or any of the things we have done today? 

Now we come to our STAR Swap Time to share your ideas. Since this is our last session together, I thought it would be interesting to share with each other things you are doing differently around books and language. If you are not doing anything differently, that’s fine. Perhaps you can share what you have found helpful in these sessions.


	SEGMENT EXPLANATION
	WHAT YOU SAY

	Make a Book (optional)

Using the following materials, have participants make their own book to take home.


	I have some materials here for you to make your own book from ziplock bags. Each person gets 4 ziplock bags. Then you take 4 of these colored squares, whatever colors you like and slip one each into your bags. Then staple the 4 bags together on the side opposite the zipper. Cover the staples by using duct tape for the binding. Cut pictures out of these magazines and catalogs, pictures that interest your child. Slip them into the bags, one on each side of the colored paper. You’ll need 8 pictures. Zip each bag shut as you finish each page. Your children are learning words so quickly that you can keep changing the pictures. At home you may also decide you put in photos of family members. 

	Handout: Flannel Board Folders

Hand out the flannel board folders and the flannel board piece handout. You can choose to handle this in one of several ways:

1. Hand out the sheet of Hickory Dickory Dock. Hand out sticky back felt they can put on the backs of their pieces. Have participants cut out the shapes and attach the felt at home.

2. Provide scissors in addition to the handout sheet of animals and the sticky back felt. Have participants make their pieces at the program.

3. Have volunteers precut and make the pieces ahead of time to be handed out at the program.

What Your Might Do/What You Might See—Print Motivation Handout
	Before you go, I am giving you this handout of Hickory Dickory Dock that we did on the flannel board. You can use these with your flannel board folder and add these to the pieces you got before.  

You can use these in the car, while you wait at the doctor’s office, wherever you and your child go together.

I am also handing out this bookmark on print motivation and ways to keep it going at home. One side is more aimed at activities with babies and the other side with activities for toddlers. 

	Wrap Up
Hand out book 

Hand out star photo frame

Hand out their photos if you have taken photos of them
	Thank you all for coming. It has been wonderful getting to know you and I hope you have found some new information on early literacy and some ideas on sharing books and developing language with your children.
Today I am happy to give you a copy of Look at Me. I also have a magnet star photo frame. When you push out the center star, you have a place to put your photo, because YOU are your child’s star, because all you do makes a difference! Just be careful to PUSH the star out the back. Don’t pull it out the front. It’s a bit delicate. 
Remember Sing [clap] Talk [clap] And Read [clap, clap]   [Repeat two more times, encouraging them to join in.]

─STAR—YOU are your child’s star.



“I am a STAR READER” Magnet Photo Frame





Program Note:


At this session participants will receive a magnet photo frame that says “I am a STAR READER.  You may simply hand out the magnets and explain how to use them. Or, if you have taken photos of the adults, you can hand them out with the magnet at the end of the session.  


NOTE: It is the ADULT who is the star. Please take the photo of the adult. 





Details for the photos: 


The magnet is rectangular (3.5” wide x 4.5” high) with a star that you can push out so that a star hole (about 3” from left to right point ) remains. The photo itself  can be about 3” – 3.5” square. However, the area that shows through well is about the size of a 1.5” diameter circle. 


See last page of this script for outline of actual sizes. 








Twinkle twinkle all the stars


That is what we really are


We Sing Talk and Read together


We’ll enjoy our books forever


We are our child’s brightest star


That is what we really are.





Hold baby under arms and swing gently back and forth


Raise baby up


Lift baby high two times


Bring baby down as if flying


Hold baby under arms and swing gently back and forth








For baby


Hold baby under arms and swing gently back and forth


Raise baby up


Lift baby high


Bring baby down 


Hold baby under arms and swing gently back and forth








Arm up, bent at elbow, arm side to side


Fingers from other hand walk up arm


Hold up two fingers


Flying motions with hand


Arm up, bent at elbow, arm side to side





For toddler


Arm up, bent at elbow, arm side to side


Fingers from other hand walk up arm


Hold up one finger


Fingers walk down arm


Arm up, bent at elbow, arm side to side





Hold baby under arms and swing gently back and forth


Raise baby up


Lift baby high three times


Swing baby gently away from you


Hold baby under arms and swing gently back and forth








Arm up, bent at elbow, arm side to side


Fingers from other hand walk up arm


Hold up three fingers


Hand behind back


Arm up, bent at elbow, arm side to side





Hold baby under arms and swing gently back and forth


Raise baby up


Lift baby high four times


Set baby on floor


Hold baby under arms and swing gently back and forth








Arm up, bent at elbow, arm side to side


Fingers from other hand walk up arm


Hold up five fingers


Swoop hand down


Arm up, bent at elbow, arm side to side





Arm up, bent at elbow, arm side to side


Fingers from other hand walk up arm


Hold up four fingers


Tap the floor


Arm up, bent at elbow, arm side to side





Hold baby under arms and swing gently back and forth


Raise baby up


Lift baby high five times


Swing baby downward quickly


Hold baby under arms and swing gently back and forth








Hold baby under arms and swing gently back and forth


Raise baby up


Lift baby high six times


Move baby’s legs and have them kick


Hold baby under arms and swing gently back and forth








Arm up, bent at elbow, arm side to side


Fingers from other hand walk up arm


Hold up six fingers


Move index and tall man fingers back and forth


Arm up, bent at elbow, arm side to side





Hold up 1, then 2 fingers; point to shoe


Hold up 3, then 4 fingers; extend arms to side; then bend elbows and bring hands 


	together in front of chest


Hold up 5, then 6 fingers; bend as if picking up sticks


Hold up 7, then 8 fingers; swing stiff arms in front of you


Hold up 9, then 10 fingers; roll hands around each other. 





Area of photo that can be seen well.


1.5” diameter


circle





Approximate size of the star hole (3.4”wide x 3.25” high), but points are rounded. 
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