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Introduction

What are these programs?
The Breakfast Club/Learning Parties for You and Your Preschooler are designed to convey early literacy information to parents/caregivers. Because many parents/caregivers are able to come only if their children come with them, the programs are designed to accommodate their children as well. 

Each program has certain elements including:

· One early literacy skill highlighted at each of the six programs 

· Sharing of early literacy information

· Sharing of research on the early literacy skill and/or child development

· Demonstration of how book(s) highlight the skill  

· Nursery rhymes and songs, some with early literacy information modeled and explained

· Opportunities for adults to share experiences around language development and sharing books with young children 

· Craft/activity for each participant to continue at home

· Picture book giveaway each week

How are the programs different from storytimes?

Traditional storytimes include the modeling of early literacy skills but no articulation or explanation of them. An early literacy enhanced story time includes asides or tips during the course of the storytime which point out an early literacy skill. The storytime is child-centered. 

The Breakfast Club/Learning Parties are adult-centered. The activities directed at the children are included to keep their attention. They also serve to demonstrate the skill being highlighted. Much more information is offered on the skills.

These programs incorporate time for parent-child book sharing during the course of the program and more discussion around sharing books with children.
Do I have to follow the script exactly?

No, you do not have to follow the script exactly. That said, the elements that make this program distinct from a storytime need to be included. If you decide not to do so, then your program should be publicized as a storytime. 

This means, that the skill information, the research, the demonstration of ways to share a book and the opportunity for the adults to share/read books with their children and to ask questions about techniques to use must be included. You may convey the information in your own words and you may change the order of the elements. 
Sing Talk And Read STAR: A Breakfast Club for You and Your Preschooler

Sing Talk And Read STAR: Learning Parties for You and Your Preschooler
Week 2
The Strength of Small
Vocabulary
Preparation

What You Need

Sign in list and pens 

Giveaways noted below

Toys/items for children to play with as they come in

Tables/chairs/rug for room set-up

Nametags/markers

Flipchart stand
Crayon poster

Your Child’s Star flipchart of words

Our Child’s Star flipchart of words

Flipchart of Eensy Weensy Spider
Napping House by Audrey Wood
Did You Say Pears? by Arlene Alda (optional, decide according to length of program desired)
Little Engine That Could  by Wally Piper
Trains by Jean Coppendale
Stick puppets of sun and spider—one per adult-child pair (Make ahead, directions on Stick Puppet Handout)
Two tongue depressors/popsicle sticks per adult-child pair

Craft supplies: 
Scissors (several pairs)


Scotch tape and/or glue/glue sticks 



Crayons and/or markers



Staplers


Finger puppet patterns—two per person



Four paper plates per person



Black construction paper

What I Do/What I Might See—Phonological Awareness (for presenter only)

Sample I am a STAR Reader magnet photo frame (for presenter only)

Additional book(s)/song(s) of your choice, if needed

Giveaways/Handouts:

What I Do/What I Might See—Vocabulary
Book: Napping House paperback book
Sun stick puppet
Spider stick puppet
Craft items (see column 1)


Sing Talk And Read STAR: A Breakfast Club for You and Your Preschooler
Sing Talk And Read STAR: Learning Parties for You and Your Preschooler
Week 2 Plan
The Strength of Small
Vocabulary
	Session Summary: What the participants will learn

Information on these threads of learning is included in the script. 

What is the skill and why is it important?
Vocabulary is knowing the names of things, including concepts, feelings and ideas. A large vocabulary is important for two reasons: for children to understand what they will read or what is being said, and secondly to help children recognize words as they sound them out when they are later learning to read.
What are some activities that help support this skill for the youngest children

· Children learn new words from hearing you talk; use big words

· Children learn best hearing words in context
· Books have words not used in conversation
· Share factual books and information as well as stories

· Use words of encouragement which foster larger vocabularies

· Lots of language, more than “business” language

· Use words for feelings

· Use words for concepts

Use words for ideas

	Gathering  Introduce yourself as people gather
· Put out some toys so parents and children can play as they gather.

· Families will sit on the floor but have some chairs available for those who need them

· Go around introducing yourself
· Offer nametags for adults and children


	SEGMENT EXPLANATION
	WHAT YOU SAY

	Opening Song of your choice or

Your Child’s Star, to tune of Twinkle Twinkle Little Star
Use Your Child’s Star flipchart 
Sing Version 1 first. When they join in, use Version 2.
AND/OR you can do the STAR clap: 

Sing (clap) Talk (clap) And Read (2 quick claps)
	Version 1

Twinkle twinkle all the stars

That is what you really are

We Sing Talk and Read together

We’ll enjoy our books forever

You are your child’s brightest star

That is what you really are. 

YOU are your child’s first teacher. They learn from you, from watching you, by imitating you.

	Introduction
[Depending on size of the group]
Welcome

Let’s all introduce ourselves and our children. 

Review STAR Program

Use crayon poster of six skills to refer to as you mention that there are six skills.

	Welcome everyone! My name is ____. I am the [position] here at [____ Library]. I am so happy to see you here today.

Let’s go around and introduce ourselves to each other. Please introduce your children as well. 
Today is the second of six STAR Times. STAR stands for Sing Talk And Read. At each of the STAR Times, I’ll be talking about one of the six early literacy skills. We’ll talk about the research on how children develop and how it relates to later being able to read. You are already doing lots of things that support early literacy, which is what children know about reading and writing before they can actually read or write. It’s not about teaching children to read younger and younger. It’s about making sure they have a strong foundation in order to make learning to read easier once they get to school. We can start now! 
Sing [clap] Talk [clap] And Read [clap, clap]   [Repeat two more times, encouraging them to join in.]
In each session there will be books, songs and rhymes as well as something to take home related to the skill we’re talking about. The six skills are on this poster and today we are focusing on vocabulary. I’ll talk about that more in a minute. 

	Week 1 Recap 

Parent-to-Parent Sharing Time

Use What You Do/What You Might See Handout—Phonological Awareness from Week 1
	Those of you who were here last week, we talked about phonological awareness, hearing the smaller sounds in words. This skill is so important when children try to sound out words when they later learn to read. Who would like to share some of the things you did last week that supported phonological awareness? [Encourage discussion/idea sharing]


	SEGMENT EXPLANATION
	WHAT YOU SAY

	Book: The Napping House
Introduce the book  (
After reading the book, ask   (
[dozing, slumbering, etc.]

	Our first book today is called The Napping House written by Audrey Wood and illustrated by Don Wood. As I read this book listen to the different words your child is hearing, words we might not be using in everyday conversation. Because books use more formal language and have three times as many rare words as we use in conversation, it is important for children to hear the language of books. 

As I’m reading this book, just hold up a finger when you hear a word you would not be using everyday when talking with your child. We’ll see how many you heard at the end of the book.

What words did you notice in the book that you might not use in everyday conversation? 

It may not seem like a lot for children to hear a couple of new words a day from a book, but it all adds up over time. The brains of young children are programmed to learn language. To understand and to learn, they need repetition. I’ll be giving out this book at the end of the program to each of you to take home to keep. As you continue to read it, you can add in more words yourself. Remember, don’t replace words they don’t know with more familiar ones. Use the unfamiliar words and explain them if you can. If you don’t know how to describe it, talk about the word looking at the pictures. You can look the word up or call the library to learn the meaning of new words. It is fun to learn right along with our children. 

	Skill Information

Introduce Skill

Point to crayon poster
	Sing [clap] Talk [clap] And Read [clap, clap]   [Repeat two more times, encouraging them to join in.]
Vocabulary is one of the six early literacy skills, knowing the names of things. Children start to understand words for the more concrete and as they get older understand words for the more abstract. It is important for children to have a large vocabulary for two reasons. First, so they understand what is being said and later what they read. The second is because when children are sounding out words when they learn to read, they can recognize the word they are sounding out if they have heard it before. 

Children first understand words for things they see, like bottle, juice and so forth. As they get older they understand words for feelings and for concepts (like hot, cold). Your children then learn the meaning of words for feelings and for ideas. Children are trying to make sense of the world and one way they do that is by putting words to ideas. For example, you may know a four-year-old who is very concerned with fairness. For example, maybe a sibling got new shoes and she didn’t. “That isn’t fair,” she says. This is an excellent time to discuss the difference between the ideas of fair and equal. Equal is when you both get new shoes at the same time and they are the same kind and the same price. Fair is that your sister gets new shoes when she needs them and you get new shoes when you need them. 
It helps for children to hear words in context, as they are doing something. They can understand the word better when they learn it from experience.  


	SEGMENT EXPLANATION
	WHAT YOU SAY

	Song

Sing If You’re Happy and You Know It
You can use handout or write some of the words from the handout on a flipchart, such as brave, miserable, generous, grumpy, bashful/shy, joyful, inspired, embarrassed, curious
Repeat the song with other feelings.
Use clapping or other actions as you wish. 
	Words for feelings are sometimes hard to think of. It is easy to think of happy, sad, angry and harder to think of others. 

I have written down some other feeling words here that we can use in this next song called If You’re Happy and You Know It.

Let’s all stand up. We’ll start with happy, 

If you’re happy and you know it, clap your hands.
If you’re happy and you know it, clap your hands.

If you’re happy and you know it, then your face will surely show it.
If you’re happy and you know it, clap your hands.

At the end of the program I’ll give you a handout with more words to use with your children. 

	Book: Did You Say Pears? (Optional)
Introduce the book  (
Read all or part of the book

Take time to talk about the picture and let the children talk too. 

Discussion


	Our next book today is called Did You Say Pears?  by Arlene Alda. 

One way we build our children’s vocabulary is to talk about the different meanings for one word. This book gives us some ideas in a fun way. 

What other words can you think of that have more than one meaning?

Another opportunity to talk about more than one meaning for words is when you go to the store. Look at some of the brand names, like Hefty trash bags—what does hefty mean? strong, sturdy, durable; or Crest toothpaste—what does crest mean, the top, peak, highest point. 

	Song: Eensy Weensy Spider
Use flipchart of rhyme or handout of rhyme.
Hand out stick puppets. Demonstrate asking a participant to be your partner if you wish:

The child has both the spider and the sun puppets, one in each hand. The adult uses one arm as the spout (bent at elbow) and other had as the rain, fingers wiggle. 

If you like they can then reverse roles. 

	Last week we did the song Eensy Weensy Spider as a fingerplay. Today we’ll do it using puppets.  

Eensy Weensy Spider
The eensy weensy spider
Climbed up the water spout
Down came the rain
And washed the spider out
Out came the sun

And dried up all the rain

And the eensy weensy spider

Climbed up the spout again. 




	SEGMENT EXPLANATION
	WHAT YOU SAY

	Song

Miss Muffet/Eensy Weensy Spider from Mainly Mother Goose by Sharon Lois and Bram 
Listen to the song together. Play it again and have the participants join in and/or act it out.
Play the song again and use the stick puppets, then the plate puppets for the big, fat spider verse, and then the finger puppets for the teensy weensy spider verse. (See Craft/Activity section for further instructions to make your own set of puppets.]

Talk about synonyms and antonyms, letting them suggest words 
	Big fat spider
Teensy weensy 

At the end of the program you will be making your own puppets like these for Eensy Weensy Spider. 

Even with simple songs we have here the concept of opposites. This is one way to build vocabulary. What other words are synonyms, mean the same as big? As fat? Enormous, gargantuan, massive, mammoth, huge, obese, chubby, heavy, stout

What are their antonyms or opposites? Tiny,  small, microscopic, miniature, miniscule, thin, skinny, lean, slim, emaciated, lanky

	Book: Little Engine That Could
Introduce the book  (
Read the book, shortening if necessary

After reading the book, mention some ideas that can be noted. For example, the switching engine shows determination, perseverance. She showed empathy and understanding.
	Our next book is about a train. See what the small switching engine can do! 
That little switching engine showed determination. She could have given up, but she didn’t. She persevered. She knew the children would be sad without their toys and goodies. She showed empathy and understanding. 
You noticed that when talking with the children about this story, I used words that were not even in the story. Books give us many opportunities to talk about feelings and ideas. You can also talk with your child about a time they have not given up, when they have shown determination! 

	Book: Non-fiction book on trains
Example: Trains by Jean Coppendale

Read a page or two of non-fiction train book for young children. 

	Sharing factual books with your child about things that interest them or YOU, is one way to develop vocabulary. For example, I’ll read a couple of pages from this factual book on trains. It’s called Trains and is written by Jean Coppendale. 
Freight or cargo trains are used to carry different loads from one place to another. It is cheap and fast to transport big, heavy loads by train. 
You can see that the words children learn from factual books are different from the ones found in stories. At the back of this book is a glossary which explains some of the words. I find this very helpful! When you read factual books, you do not have to read the whole book at once. You may choose a sentence or two per page. 


	SEGMENT EXPLANATION
	WHAT YOU SAY

	STAR Read Together Time and Book Handout

Hand out The Napping House to each family. 
	I am happy to be able to give you this book which we read earlier to take home with you to keep. Take a few minutes to share the book with your child using some of the things we talked about today to build vocabulary. For example, reading the words and talking about what they mean. Asking your child questions about how the characters might be feeling and adding synonyms or antonyms to those words. The more we talk with our children the more words they hear. When we purposely use more different words we are building their vocabulary, bit by bit. It makes a big difference over time. 
The next five minutes or so is STAR Reading Time, reading together and trying out one of the ways to emphasize vocabulary in an enjoyable way. 
Thinking about supporting vocabulary, do any of you have any ideas you’d like to share, comments you’d like to make, or any questions?

	Craft/Activity: Puppets
Hand out the following to each person (child and adult) 

1. Four paper plates

2. Sheet of black construction paper
3. Finger puppet patterns, one for sun, one for spider

Demonstrate: 

Paper plate puppets for big, fat verse:
Each person gets four paper plates: two for the spider, two for the sun.
Sun: Color two paper plates.

        Staple them together leaving a space 

        for the hand to go in.

Spider: Color two paper plates.

            Staple them together leaving a space

             for the hand to go in. 

             Cut 8 1” strips of black construction 

             paper. Fold them back and forth 

             accordion style. Tape, glue or staple 

             them to the paper plates. 
Finger puppet for teeny tiny verse:

Each person (adult and child) gets two finger puppet patterns. They color one for the sun and one for the spider. Use scotch tape to fit to person’s finger. 
What You Might Do/What You Might See—Vocabulary Handout
	Our craft for today is making puppets to go with Eensy Weensy Spider. You saw me use puppets as we did the song earlier. 
You may not have time to finish all the puppets today, but you can take the materials home with you to finish up. 

You already used the stick puppets of the spider and the sun today. You can take them home with you. Now you’ll be making the big, fat spider using paper plates. You remember some of the other words we thought of for big and fat? 

And you have the patterns to color and cut out to make the teensy, weensy spider. What other words can you think of for something that is tiny? 

As you make the puppets with your children, be sure to encourage them to tell you what they are doing. You can add some descriptive words to what they are already saying. Many times we are in a rush and we talk what is called “business language” to our children. We are talking about the here and now, asking them to do something, telling them how something should be done, asking a question that just requires a simple answer. Researchers have found that the rich vocabulary comes from talking about things that are not here and now. You might remember something that happened or that you and your child did together. You might talk about something that is going to happen. You might make up stories, or talk about “what if”. Taking time to build on what your child says, all of these things, every day, in these small ways add up to a big difference in your child’s vocabulary. Research has shown that having a large vocabulary helps children understand what they will read. It starts now! 
After you have made your puppets, talk about them and act out Eensy Weensy Spider together. I’d love to see what you’ve made before you go.

I am also handing out this bookmark on vocabulary, what we did today and ways to keep it going at home. The back has some words related to concepts, feelings and ideas. This might be helpful as you play games and do activities. I’ll look forward to hearing what you are doing at next week’s program.

	Preview Next Week
	So, share books with your children every day. Next week we’ll be talking about narrative skills and our book will be Little Red Hen.  
Looking forward to seeing you next week. 

Remember Sing [clap] Talk [clap] And Read [clap, clap]   [Repeat two more times, encouraging them to join in.]

─STAR—YOU are your child’s star.


“I am a STAR READER” Magnet Photo Frame






Version 2


Twinkle twinkle all the stars


That is what we really are


We Sing Talk and Read together


We’ll enjoy our books forever


We are our child’s brightest star


That is what we really are.




















Program Note:


At the last session participants will receive a magnet photo frame that says “I am a STAR READER.  At the last session, you may simply hand out the magnets and explain how to use them. Or, if you wish you can take photos of the adult reading together at any of the sessions, and have them ready to hand out at the last session. 


NOTE: It is the ADULT who is the star. Please take the photo of the adult. 





Details for the photos: 


The magnet is rectangular (3.5” wide x 4.5” high) with a star that you can push out so that a star hole (about 3” from left to right point ) remains. The photo itself  can be about 3” – 3.5” square. However, the area that shows through well is about the size of a 1.5” diameter circle. 


See last page of this script for outline of actual sizes. 





If





Area of photo that can be seen well.


1.5” diameter


circle





Approximate size of the star hole (3.4”wide x 3.25” high), but points are rounded. 








Child


Spider puppet goes up adult’s arm


Spider stays at top of arm


Spider swooshes away





Hold up the sun





Spider goes up adult’s arm. 








Program Note:


At the last session participants will receive a magnet photo frame that says “I am a STAR READER.  At the last session, you may simply hand out the magnets and explain how to use them. Or, if you wish you can take photos of the adult reading together at any of the sessions, and have them ready to hand out at the last session. 


NOTE: It is the ADULT who is the star. Please take the photo of the adult. 





Details for the photos: 


The magnet is rectangular (3.5” wide x 4.5” high) with a star that you can push out so that a star hole (about 3” from left to right point ) remains. The photo itself  can be about 3” – 3.5” square. However, the area that shows through well is about the size of a 1.5” diameter circle. 


See last page of this script for outline of actual sizes. 








Adult


Bend arm for spider to crawl up





Wiggle fingers of other hand, from top to bottom


Raise rain hand up





Let spider crawl up bent arm
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