
 There are behaviors beyond what is listed in the VPT that support early literacy skills. The following are EXAMPLES.  

 The VPT and the ECRR2 Supplement are to be used as a GUIDE, not a comprehensive listing. 

 The strategies in Column 1 work to support the broader early literacy domain, even if there is not a corresponding visible behavior. 

 The behaviors in Column 2 may or may not be seen in the storytime setting; some are more likely to be seen in the home environment.  

 Blank boxes allow you to fill in additional strategies and related child behaviors that support the domain.  

Every Child Ready to Read2® Supplement 
To VIEWS2 Planning Tool 

 

Correlations: 
VIEWS2 Planning Tool: Language Use 
ECRR2: Oral Language—Listening Skills 
ECRR2: Background Knowledge—Book and Story Knowledge—Narrative Skills/Story Structure 

 

Birth to 18 months 

Storytime Presenter/Educator/Adult Children 

 Uses a variety of voice sounds when sharing books, songs, including demonstrating the 
use of “parentese”  

Respond to frequently heard sounds and words 

 Encourages children to join in with songs and movement activities that use gesture 

 Adds gestures to books, songs, etc. that support communication 

Uses nonverbal gesturers for social conventions of 
greeting (e.g. waving goodbye) 

 Uses name songs, uses child’s name in group setting or individually 

 Encourage adults to call baby by name and then say most important word, then full 
sentence. 

Recognizes name, turns head when name called 

 Encourages children to repeat a word repeated in a book  Says single words, then 2 to 4 word phrases 

   
 

 

18 to 36 months 

Storytime Presenter/Educator/Adult Children 

 Responds to children’s use of appropriate cues to solicit attention Address listener appropriately to get attention (e.g. 
using person’s name) 

 Prompts children to use adjectives to describe things or events in order to communicate 
effectively 

Use adjectives to describe a thing or event (e.g. fun 
ride) 
 

 Provides children with the opportunity to use sound effects to convey meaning Use sound effects in play 

 Uses songs and rhymes with children’s names 

 Reads books, tells stories, sings songs, shares rhymes and poetry in engaging ways that 
encourage participation 

Increasing ability to attend to, participate in, and 
understand language in conversations, stories, 
songs and poems 

 Provides children with the opportunity to participate in turn-taking conversations 

 Asks open-ended questions, pausing to allow time for response 

Begin to demonstrate taking turns in conversation 

 Encourages children to say and/or complete repeated phrases and to complete in books, 
songs, rhymes 

Says/repeats short phrases, completes sentences 
and rhymes in familiar stories/songs/rhymes 

  
 

 

  
 

 

 

36 to 60 months 

Storytime Presenter/Educator/Adult Children 

 Includes activities that encourage children to retell familiar stories or to make up their own Retell familiar stories 

  
 

 

 

All ages 

 Models the activities and articulates their importance for language and literacy development to parents and caregivers 

 Conveys enjoyment of reading, books, language and language activities 



 
Every Child Ready to Read2® Supplement 

To VIEWS2 Planning Tool 
 

Correlations: 
VIEWS2 Planning Tool: Communication 
ECRR2: Oral Language—Speaking Skills, Communication Skills 

  

18 to 36 months 

Storytime Presenter/Educator/Adult Children 

 When interacting with children, allows time (5 – 12 seconds) for children to respond 

 When children talk, takes time to interpret what the child is saying. 

Begin to demonstrate taking turns in conversation 

 Uses factual information, pictures, books to encourage communication. Are curious about the world around them 
Share facts they know on topics of interest 

  
 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Birth to 18 months 

Storytime Presenter/Educator/Adult Children 

 Sings songs and does movement activities that use gestures. 

 Adds gestures to books to support communication.  

 Incorporates some sign language. 

 Repeats books, songs, music to allow children to become familiar with them for increased 
participation 

Use a variety of sounds and gestures to 
communicate  

 Encourages children to imitate sounds while reading books and singing songs. 

 When interacting with children, allows time (5 – 12 seconds) for children to babble back 

 When children babble/talk, takes time to interpret what the child is saying. 

 Repeats books, songs, music to allow children to become familiar with them for increased 
participation 

Show understanding of words and gestures  

  
 

 

  
 

 

36 to 60 months 

Storytime Presenter/Educator/Adult Children 

 Uses factual information, pictures, books to encourage communication. 

 Asks open-ended questions to encourage communication.  

Are curious about the world around them 
Share facts they know on topics of interest 

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

All ages 

 Models the activities and articulates their importance for language and literacy development to parents and caregivers 

 Conveys enjoyment of reading, books, language and language activities 



Every Child Ready to Read2® Supplement 
To VIEWS2 Planning Tool 

 

Correlations: 
VIEWS2 Planning Tool: Writing Concepts 
ECRR2: Print Conventions/Awareness 
ECRR2: Letter Knowledge 

  

18 to 36 months 

Storytime Presenter/Educator/Adult Children 

 Includes fingerplays or movement activities that encourage the child’s hand and finger 
dexterity 

 Offers opportunities to use objects (scarves, shakers, etc.) to develop eye-hand 
coordination. 

 Offers toys and manipulatives that support eye-hand coordination during informal playtime. 

Develop eye-hand coordination 
Imitate motions  

 Supports large motor development by including activities such as dancing and moving to 
music; describes motions using words 

Develop control and coordinate large movements 
while dancing, moving to music 

  
 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 
  

 

Birth to 18 months 

Storytime Presenter/Educator/Adult Children 

 Shares rhymes and movement activities that encourage adults to use palmer and pincer 
grasps with their babies/toddlers 

Use palmer and pincer grasps 
 

 Includes fingerplays and movement activities that support the development of muscle 
strength and eye-hand coordination, encouraging imitation and using repetition 

 Play sorting and stacking games to build arm and finger muscle control 

Develop strength and eye-hand coordination 
Imitate motions 

 Provides large crayons and paper Scribble 

  
 

 

  
 

 

36 to 60 months 

Storytime Presenter/Educator/Adult Children 

 Provides opportunities to use child safety scissors and art/craft activities that use fine  
motor skills. 

 Offers opportunities to use objects (scarves, shakers, musical instruments, puzzles, props, 
etc.) to develop eye-hand coordination. 

Use eye-hand coordination to perform a variety of 
tasks 

 Supports large motor development by including activities such as dancing and moving to 
music; describes motions using words 

Develop increasing control and coordinate large 
movements while dancing, moving to music 

  
 

 

  
 

 

All ages 

 Models the activities and articulates their importance for language and literacy development to parents and caregivers 

 Conveys enjoyment of reading, books, language and language activities 



Every Child Ready to Read2® Supplement 
To VIEWS2 Planning Tool 

 

Correlations: 
VIEWS2 Planning Tool: Phonological Awareness 
ECRR2: Phonological Awareness 
 

  

18 to 36 months 

Storytime Presenter/Educator/Adult Children 

 Repeats books, songs, fingerplays and rhymes within storytimes and in consecutive 
programs so that children become familiar with them and join in 

 Encourages sound play with children (e.g. tap drums, clap hands, shaking shakers) 

Enjoy patterns of rhythm and repetition of familiar 
voices, sounds, rhymes and songs. 

 Sings rhyming songs, uses children’s names 

 Encourages children to join in with rhyming words or repeated phrases in books, songs and 
rhymes 

 Demonstrates and encourages movements such as clapping, stamping, dancing to 
rhythms of language 

Participate in simple word games 

  
 

 

  
 

 

 

 

Birth to 18 months 

Storytime Presenter/Educator/Adult Children 

 Exposes children to a variety of sounds by reciting rhymes, singing songs, and reading 
books. 

 Models use of “parentese” while talking with babies till about 9 months old (higher pitch, 
elongated vowels, clear speech, repeat words) 

 Uses exaggerated expressions 

 Repeats rhymes and songs within storytime and in consecutive programs so that children 
become familiar with them and join in 

Show enjoyment of sounds and rhythms of 
language 

 Encourages children to imitate sounds and noises in their environment (including animal 
sounds) 

 Encourages children to imitate sounds while reading books and singing songs. 

 When children babble/talk, takes time to interpret what the child is saying. 

Imitate vocalizations and sounds 

  
 

 

  
 

 

36 to 60 months 

Storytime Presenter/Educator/Adult Children 

 Builds on rhyming pairs in books and songs by playing word games, encouraging children 
to come up with new rhymes, including non-sense words 

 Encourages children to say the second word of a rhyming pair using books, songs, word 
games 

 Encourages children to complete a rhyming pair with words other than those provided 

Begin to identify words that rhyme, recognizes 
matching sounds, completes familiar rhyming word, 
produces original rhymes 

 Helps children focus on hearing specific sounds in playful ways, e.g. clapping each time 
they hear a certain sound in a rhyme 

 Uses clapping or musical instruments to help them hear syllables, clap syllables in names  

Show growing ability to hear and discriminate 
separate syllables in words 

  
 

 

  
 

 

All ages 

 Models the activities and articulates their importance for language and literacy development to parents and caregivers 

 Conveys enjoyment of reading, books, language and language activities 



Every Child Ready to Read2® Supplement 
To VIEWS2 Planning Tool 

 

Correlations: 
VIEWS2 Planning Tool: Print Concepts 
ECRR2: Print Conventions/Awareness 
ECRR2: Background Knowledge—Book and Story Knowledge—Print Motivation 
ECRR2: Background Knowledge—Book and Story Knowledge—Story Structure 
ECRR2: Background Knowledge—Book and Story Knowledge—Content Knowledge 

  

18 to 36 months 

Storytime Presenter/Educator/Adult Children 

 Shares simple factual books on topics that interest children: animals, how things are made Are curious about and enjoy learning about the 
world around them 
Share facts they know on topics of interest 

 Runs finger under text of title, repeated words or phrases 

 Draws attention to text in pictures  

 Encourages adults to have children to turn pages 

Imitate book-reading techniques 

 Labels objects, using descriptive words and encourages children to label objects 

 Brings in props, realia to connect real objects with depictions in books 

 Asks questions, including open-ended questions, to help children connect what is 
happening in book to their own experiences 

Relate pictures with real objects, events, ideas 

 Plays around with orientation of book, starting upside-down or backwards Turns book right-side up 

   
 

 

 

 

Birth to 18 months 

Storytime Presenter/Educator/Adult Children 

 Offers opportunities for babies to interact with board books, assisted by parent/caregiver 

 Acknowledges that babies will mouth books as a way of exploring how they work 

 Acknowledges babies will “bat” the book in an attempt to turn the pages 

Show some ability to handle books, with assistance 
Infants see best 8” – 12” from face 
Explore objects, including books, by mouthing them 

 Chooses books with bright colors, stark contrast, faces, especially with babies Focus on bright colors, stark contrast, faces 

 Shares simple factual books on topics that interest children: animals, etc. Are curious about the world around them 

   
 

  
 

 

36 to 60 months 

Storytime Presenter/Educator/Adult Children 

 Offers opportunities for children to choose books to be shared, in storytime or at home. Enjoy independence and making choices 

 Points out that books are used in a variety of ways and for a variety of purposes.  

 May use signs, newspapers, lists or other media to support print awareness 

Comment on different types of books, recognize 
difference between fiction, poetry, factual books. 

 Runs finger under text of title, repeated words or phrases 

 Draws attention to text in pictures 

Focus on text  

 Includes activities that encourage children to retell familiar stories or to make up their own Retell familiar stories 

  
 

 

All ages 

 Models the activities and articulates their importance for language and literacy development to parents and caregivers 

 Conveys enjoyment of reading, books, language and language activities 



Every Child Ready to Read2® Supplement 
To VIEWS2 Planning Tool 

 

Correlations: 
VIEWS2 Planning Tool: Alphabet Knowledge 
 ECRR2: Letter Knowledge 
ECRR2: Background Knowledge—Conceptual Thinking 
ECRR2: Print Conventions/Awareness 

  

18 to 36 months 

Storytime Presenter/Educator/Adult Children 

 Talks about shapes with real objects/toys and in pictures in books and encourages children 
to label them 

Identify simple objects by their shape 
Recognize simple shapes and label them 

 Offers opportunities to play matching games with flannel board or other manipulatives Match objects by one or more characteristics 

 Uses books/songs/flannel boards/movement activities to point out spatial relationships 
interactively 

 Uses fine and gross motor movement activities, talking about body position 

 Provides opportunities to play with toys such as puzzles that support spatial sense 

Participates in fine and gross motor activities, 
following directions when using body 

  
 

 

  
 

 

 
 

 

  

 

Birth to 18 months 

Storytime Presenter/Educator/Adult Children 

 Provides opportunities to play with shape toys and encourages talking about the shapes Explore geometric shapes using hands, eyes and 
mind  
Explore shape toys 

 Talks about similarities and differences in objects and in pictures in books Notice similarities and differences in characteristics 
of objects 

 Sings songs and/or plays games that include movement activities and spatial relationships 
(up, down, etc) 

Moves body in response to songs, music 
Moves body to reach for objects 

  
 

 

  
 

 

36 to 60 months 

Storytime Presenter/Educator/Adult Children 

 Points out similarities and differences in how letters look Notice similarities and differences in letters 

 Points out shapes in letters Recognize shapes in letters 

 Sings songs, does movement activities, plays games, flannel board activities that 
incorporate using and responding to position words (left/right, above, below, etc) 

 Provides opportunities to play with toys such as puzzles that support spatial sense 

Show understanding of directionality and position of 
objects and words  

 Provides opportunities for children to talk about letters, such as with nametags/sign-in list, 
songs with letter names/sounds, and toys with letters. 

Recognize letters, identify some letter names and 
sounds 

  
 

 

All ages 

 Models the activities and articulates their importance for language and literacy development to parents and caregivers 

 Conveys enjoyment of reading, books, language and language activities 



Every Child Ready to Read2® Supplement 
To VIEWS2 Planning Tool 

 

Correlations: 
VIEWS2 Planning Tool: Vocabulary 
ECRR2: Vocabulary  
ECRR2: Oral Language—Speaking Skills 

  

18 to 36 months 

Storytime Presenter/Educator/Adult Children 

 Demonstrates facial expressions of feelings 

 Encourages children to show or describe their own feelings, to identify feelings 

 Explains characters’ feelings 

Learn words related to feelings 

 Uses words for concepts such as opposites, related to size, color, shape, texture, etc. and 
includes activities to support the concepts 

Learn words through meaningful interactions 

 Use factual books to introduce new words and information on topics of interest 
 

Are curious about the world around them 
Learn new words in meaningful contexts 

  
 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Birth to 18 months 

Storytime Presenter/Educator/Adult Children 

 Uses books, including factual books, to increase children’s vocabulary 

 Uses words for objects, actions, feelings, concepts and includes some explanation, relating 
to children’s experiences 

Learn new words through personal interactions and 
repetition 

 Use factual books to introduce new words on topics of interest Are curious about the world around them 

  
 

 

  
 

 

36 to 60 months 

Storytime Presenter/Educator/Adult Children 

 Explains meanings of some abstract words. Offers opportunities for children to use 
abstract words.  

 Shares books that support abstract ideas and encourages interactions around them.  

Learns words for abstract concepts (dream, 
imagine, loyalty, fairness, perseverance) 

 Encourages children to retell stories in sequence, using words like first, next, etc. Describe tasks, events sequentially in three or 
more sentences 

 Explains unfamiliar words rather than replacing words with familiar ones. 

 Talks about multiple meanings of a word.  

Eager to learn new words and meanings 

 Use factual books to introduce new words and information on topics of interest 
 

Are curious about the world around them  
Learn new words in meaningful contexts 

  
 

 

  
 

 

All ages 

 Models the activities and articulates their importance for language and literacy development to parents and caregivers 

 Conveys enjoyment of reading, books, language and language activities 



Every Child Ready to Read2® Supplement 
To VIEWS2 Planning Tool 

 

Correlations: 
VIEWS2 Planning Tool: Comprehension 
ECRR2: Vocabulary  
ECRR2: Oral Language—Speaking Skills 
ECRR2: Background Knowledge—Conceptual Thinking 
ECRR2: Background Knowledge—Content Knowledge 

 

  
 

18 to 36 months 

Storytime Presenter/Educator/Adult Children 

 Uses factual information, pictures, books to encourage communication. Are curious about the world around them 
Share facts they know on topics of interest 

  
 

 

  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Birth to 18 months 

Storytime Presenter/Educator/Adult Children 

 Shares simple factual books on topics that interest children: animals, etc. Are curious about the world around them 

  
 

 

  
 

 

 

36 to 60 months 

Storytime Presenter/Educator/Adult Children 

 Talks about and encourages children to talk about abstract concepts and ideas Use thinking skills to make sense of their world 

 Uses factual information, pictures, books to encourage communication. 

 Asks open-ended questions to encourage communication. 

Are curious about the world around them 
Share facts they know on topics of interest 

  
 

 

  
 

 

All ages 

 Models the activities and articulates their importance for language and literacy development to parents and caregivers 

 Conveys enjoyment of reading, books, language and language activities 


